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By Thomas Speed, a Servant of that Jeſus Chriſt , who was, at 
the Requeſt of the bloody Crew of Chiet Prieſts and 
Teachers, Crucifted ar Jeruſalem, 
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Mat. 23.27. Wo mntoyou Scribes, at Phariſees, H rypocrites ; for 


_—— 
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ye are like unto whited Sepulchres, which indeed appear beauti- 


fall outward, but are within full of dead mens bones, and of all 
urcleannieſs, 


John 8. 39. Jeſus ſaith unto them, If ye were Abrahams Chil- 


dren, ye would do the works of Abraham. 


Verle 49. But now ye ſech to k'll me, aman that hath told you | 


the truth, which I have heard of Gol : this did not Abraham. 
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Seneca &e vir. Beat. Queramas quid optime fattum ſit, non quid 
#ſrtatiſſimum : & quid "nos 1npoſſeſſione felicitatis aterne c51- 
' ftituat, non quid vulge, veritatis peſſimo interpreti, probatum 


fe; 
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If this Nation, 'who-are by! themſclves and. 
"the world, catleds” #1. 


Min fers of th e Goſpel... 


ed,yea blefled fromthe Lordare afl they 
"who. Are found walkin, mor as Children of 
the night, but of the day. The hour is cor» 


ing god and now 15, that all coverings ſhall be retndved, aod 

CE off all faces; and! ENT and 
Kio en fy ; unto all. chem \ ho are toutid covered, bat 
x0t withthe he covering of my pirit ſaith the Lord G God. As 


waketherefore,' O ye Shephaerds, Awake, Ayake ; fiand 
up,ſerioully i conſider of, and prove your coyeri 5; make 
diligent anquifition, and ſearch, whether you ae ea 
with power, Or profeſſion ; wich the ſubſiance,of with rhe 
form z with the Spirit, or with the letter onely. To Jean 
upon the Log, and lay, Is noche _inche midit of us,. Vay 
cha's' H Teachers ang Prophrtes did,) c 
he Earle ofeb; ordythe Temple of the Lord,will aockene 

the-curn, an oe xercible [RAM wn\vhick che tighreous Jadge. 
of all che Earch ſhall encer jnto. Judement with you? q "7 & 

The\Scciptures ofcruch 
who ſhall az the. 1xft day maketheir folem 
King of glotyp. aauchiog them(Flves.undoub rl ug 
ans CESS hey have given NT teliiri 
that. they, vers fuch : ytheir DATK, 5 1g, cafing 's wy p 
Devils, and doing many wonderfull works in his name ; © 
whom he will mary pane Vp Faagk Sentence, 6 
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To'all this publick Teachers 
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d Mat, 


- ; * "Ing is the Synagogues, andthe corner: of the ftreets j-as allo _ 


rrangrefſions > * | 


botrom of my heart. do I with, wa I were able. trulyto 
ſay of eyery individwalt of you, that you are found walk- 
ing worthy of ſuch a Maſter, and bringing forth fruit wor- 
thy of that high and holy calling, with; which you pretend 
your ſelves called, I ſhall nor andertabe raſhly to judge 
you, or aecuſe-yourunto the world; let your fruits demon- 
ttrate whar Trees you are, and let yout worksyudge you, 
You pretend the' Scripture to be your Rulez Come 
therefore ler us plainly reaſon together , and. ſee if your 


ewn Rule will condemn you or abſolve you,” | The'Spirit 


of the Lord by the mouthof his Prophet 24ch47; 
counted it among the aborninations of he Prie 
Propbets of choſe dayes, thar they tawght for bire , 
Divine for wp ; and” as an agoravation/ot this Their 
wickedneſſe, he fatther refifleth, Thar Thy en prepared 
(c) war againſt him that refuſed to pat inro their miburby.Ler 
rheſe Scriptures, be your indixement betore the Judge of 
all the Earth; andre the light of JefisChriſt inevery one 
of, zoar Conſciences do I appeal , whether yonarcable 


ropleadto rs Nor guiley, Andif guilry, ho theh'oan you 


eſcape the ſame ſentence, and condemnation; thar-fellfor 


thoie Prieſts and Prophers, who Where found cinthe fine 
, 49S HF S838 FC:* 


Telus Chrit cherrue and great Prophet ofhis people; 


* ©, 


'denouocerh the woe againſt the (d) Teachers'in his dayes 
for rhat they did1E-ir works to be ſeen of wen; ff andingpray- 


becauſe they /oved rhe wppermift Rooms at Feaſts - and the 
chief Sears in the Synagogues, andgrettings inthe Markets, 
Vee 


© © andtobe called of men Rabbi, Rabby.. tew your {ſelves in 


this Glaffe 'alto ; and let the Lisht -of Chnſt mall your 


[Conſcienices judge, wherher theſe tpors are rior manifeſtly 


you from 


to be ſeen in. your. Garments : 'andifſo, who catiabſolve 


beivg ſharers in their woe"; who are found par= 


takers wirh themin theic evill works? | / - 

 - ThE Scipegre (e) witheffeth, 'thac 'the' Sheep'and the 
phones Ff Jeſus Chriſt were'»ot | Ts becauſe 
"by him Dy on out of the world; "and tf 

_ were they 


'" out of tie | erefore by the world 
ed per ſeemed jmpriſoned flonied brazen in their 
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in their Synagogues, or.do.you your ſelves beatz/ or cauſe 
LOe 2, Areyou broyghr before Rulers and 


4 . 
bo 


the Saints, for the tenthof all their /abowrs, Are you the 
Meſſengers of Chriſt > and is the Scripture.your Rule, 
How 'is it then; that you'date not engage to. preach, ha- 
ving not firſt made firm Indentures fot your liyely:hood 


- 


Or why is it that you fill che Courrs of Jufiice with your |. 


attions againſt rhofe rhar refuſe to pay youthe tenth of all 
their increaſe > nay, by what Rule do you exaQt it of thoſe 
that never hear'yon, nor own you'for their Paſtors > _ 

Moreover the Scripture manufeſtly declarerh againſt 
allthe works of the fleſh ; ſuch as are, drunkewneſs, ſwear- 


Synagogues,oraps'd beſote Ralerr.and Magiſtrates, for bis 

names Jaks af out axthe ( f) Pocepmngr and of-ſeanring of f 6 74g 
all chings, _ Standto the bar, O ye Shephearas; before that xabe/ 
rightequs. Judge, Poccanvee bobunbed, and ip the, pre- 
ence.of him that {e, ehethche heure, aoulSryethabe reins 
of all men; give true anſwer to. whar 1-ſhall cemand of gg Le, 
yous;.. Are you by the world hated, orareyou haters ot x Cor, 4, 
others > Are you perſecuted, or perſecurors Are you im- xz, 
priffnen for truths ſake, or are, you impriſoners of orhers? 

| oned, or oners >; Areyoubythe world beaten 
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gs, h dorifie, coveronſneſt, &6, and are your hab 

" then 4" this-flrh's are not & great bs 
- wallowing in this; common mire> An 
| mb Coo nor opeti' 


ds all 
ou tound 
ON of 


ugthet Ne nee os mom : b 
Jens Chaves trusly-the 'Boundin'tn; rafty 


merit} as hs dig by tf ——_ of Sxut 1 1 ph meſes > 
It ay | pour” Jeremiah mt fr = WS 18 
midhy ? 'aganR all your abominart thi. 4 va - 
Lordyy' Paſtor among'you, Witt cafe this a4zl oiltrate be 
to-honeft as'to ret aſe | wil 'nor p:th bis « On | ands p&t- bi 
fetp . in the ftoths > Now then'to your Ruſte E1 Ir ay ec: 
 recofd in Scriptire, har the Fe » Groph hets and Mi- 
vilters of rhe Lotd git periectr IE ton, Tn that 
wee ditiering from themin things Fg $3 19100 -# 


lg Ate they 
i theekeem of: ' Jelus Chniſt "S#e hd: or # 


lues,, who 
vorty che-Nicep 'in'.ead* of it S them,. and. bear his 
r Latnbsan mah che 


C) ifhie them, d cartyin chem 
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Now thetrler A yOatagl; 20d? honeitly, ».0 
compare your Hires, $a our * In”. "With thois * rhe 


Minittets'of Chrift -itr the Scrip pure, and [et that of Chritt 


it eactr of your” Can(ciences y1 whechec char. ſpitic 
oo PRONE 40 Iſo Þ bon, th chelarhe _ in 


I'kiow you. have many. INCUQDs, 10. after by 
act #8 the yourſeles Rom th _— ation al falſe 
nts woo niſters Af Fete r-/t ; but let me te} you, 
- however yon thefeby quit your, letves, mop en, 
oY ezO on ths 9d 4% Shin 


wich that God charisterrible;in 
Jadginerit.” In frac 2 Mc ook of ali, Conict- 
ences {HA\ be opevec ang eyer 8 29 Co - 


according 
co flis' works, Will's a:ſtinttion Faves you. oged a ſadly of 
chat howt It-wvEich the $ on or 1 inan ſhall come with his 


holy 


expoſtulate with you, and ſay, O ye Shepheards of Erng- 


land, I was ax hungry (h) and be gave me no meat, I was Þ Mat, 
thirſty, and ye gave me no arink, I was a ſtranger and ye took 25.42, 
me not in, naked and ye cloathed me not, ſich andixpriſen, and 43. 


Je viſited me not ; nay which 1s worſe, When I had mear, 
anddrink, and cloathing, ye ſought to bereave me of it ; 
when I was a ranger, ye did nor onely not take me an, 
bur ye hindered thoſe that would, 'andev1l intreated them 
for my ſake ; when I was well and at liberty, ye did caſt 
me into bonds, and into priſons, andglory-in fo doing: 
O what will you reply , when the Lamb ſhall thus reaſon 
with you, and command you toplead poktively, either 
ouilty, or not gulry'? will you be able to ſhelter your 
{elves irom his wrath, by a dſftin&:0x> will it be a ſuffici- 
ent p'ea for you rchen | becauſe ic ſeemerh ro have ſome 
weioht among the fimple ones now] to ſay, Thar. you 
have perſecuted, and impriſoned ' none but Blaſphemers, 
Hereriks, and. deceivers > Did not your Predeceſfors 
the Scribes and Phariſees,and the Prieſts, tn thoſe dayes,un- 
derthe {ame notions, perſecute and crucihe the Lord of 
Life, and thouſands of his precious Saints after him > Will 
not that plea juſttfie your Fathers the Biſhops, who did in 
their dayes impriſon, and evil-intreat many of you, and 


hundreds beſides in the nation , called Paritexs, as Blaſ- - 


phemers, Heretiks, and Deceivers > But, as it was of old, 
ſo 1t is now (there being no new thing undertche Sun) the 
ſeed of the Bond-woman perſecnted the ſeed of the Free-wo- 
an, the form fighterth againſt the power, and the letter a- 
oainſ} the life : The proteſſing religious: Jews, they cryed 
out againlt the Apoſtles and Saints in thoſe dayes, Help O 


Ceſar, help men of 1ſracl,for hereare aSeR of men called ' 


Chriſtians riſen up, who turn the world upfide down : The 
late Biſbops they cryed out, Help O King again rhis faRti- 
ous Generation of Paritavs, who will not have us to reign 
over them; own us, and guard us with thy Sword ; for if 
thou ſuffer us to fall, rhis will be the conſequence, No Bi- 
ſhop, no King, Thoſe called Presbyters, they alſo invocated 
the Powers late in being, crying out, help O Parliament, 


ODE OO es ee 


koty Angels fitting upon the throne of his glory, and ſhall 


help, 


A. 


- — D917 


_ help; againſttheſe ſchiſmatical [dependents and Anabop« 
_ riſts, who begin to refule ſubjecttion to thoſe yoaks we 
would Jay upon thein, as1ve did to thole layed by rhe Fj- 


ſhops upon our own necks. But now {o ir 1s at this day, ther te 
all che Teachers, of all Se&s and fations (like as the Pha- 4 
ritees, and Sadduces again{t Chriit) do with one lip cry our, w 
and ay, help O Frotettor help O Magittrptes, help, for here Ic 
1S0W a {trange Generation of men riten up, that the n 
Earth 1s not abie ro bear ; ſuch as rike at our very root, Z 

 andif we tall, this will be the conſequence ( if you dare ro | 
believe us ) No 1nifter.no Magiſtrate, Horrible Blaſphe- C 
mers they are, grand Hereriks, andnotorious Deceivers ; N 
And that ye may know that we do charge them to be ſuch, li 
on as juſt erounds as our Bretheren the Scribes and Phari- c 
ſees charged Chrift, we defire yon toican' over this enſu- n 
ing lit oftheir- monſtrous blaſphemies, b 


7 Joh, 1, 1. Theyblaſpheme andfay, that Chriſt is the (3) Ight of 


4 
9.8& 8. theworld, and hath enlighrened avery man that commeth into 2 
12, the world, and that he that followeth that 1:ght ſhall not walk. . 
in darkzeſs, but ſhall bave the light of life, which light is ſut- p 

fcent. to reach them, and guidechem unto the Farher : 
And then whar need of all our teachines > f 
k Ron.1. _ 2, They ſay, that that which may be (k) known of God is £ 
19,20, manifeſt inthe Conſciences f the very heathen (God having C 
& 2,15. revealed tt unto them) even his eternall power and God-head : ( 
and thatthongh they have-no Law without them, yer they c 
ſhew the work of the Law written in their hearts, and are 4 t 
Law untothemſelves, 6 

3. They: fay, that Chriſt did not mock, nor impoſe an 
impoſkbilicy upon his poor. Lambs, when he exhorted t 
1 Mat.s them” to ve |{/] perfett;/ ever #s_their heavenly Father is per- ( 
"4 ts fetf : and rhar rheſame Ghfilt ſpake rruth, when as he bore ; 
44 Jo , x Wimefleof Aathanael; "that he was an[ſ#alite | m\ in whom f 
* * war noguile: asalſorthat Paxl did not defigne that which £ 
Th / x Was impoſhble, when\as he'laboured*o preſent 'mer [n] per- ; 
#FÞ * fettin Chriſt Feſus. |. i T4 12005 £2] h 7940 "( 

7 4. They co nor bluſh to ſay; that Chriſt andthe Apoſtles 
ſpake as they mean'c in the Scriptures; and therefore they | 


deny our meanings, and interpretations, as neeqleſs s el _— 
w | p 


% 


ally becauſe we differamong apron In our own mean- 


ings; and are f{;ble in our interpre ations we give of them : 
by which-meanes, a great part at Gur cratr and imployment is 
like to fall co the ground, 


5. They aſſert, char Chriſt did not ſpeak one thing, andin- (,\,,, s 


tended another,when as he (0) commanded men nes to ſwear 34. ub 
at all, but to let their yea, be yea, and their nay, nay ; whereas 5uivas 
we that ate Orthodox do both ſwear our (elves, and teach men Laws. It 
ſo to do., otherwiſe 'we may haply go, without our mainte-. 4 probibi- 
nance, for want of {wearers in Courts of juſlice,againſt thoſe Con _ 
Hereticks that refuſe to pay us tithes, | it admi teth 
6. They are bold co aſſert, that in raking Tyrhes for prea- of no exce- 
ching, we are true neirher to the 01d Covenant, nor the new ; $/*97- 
Not to the old, becauſe tythes were the maintenance pecu- @) Fa —_ 
liarly appointed ro the Tribe of ' Levi, of which Tribe we © © . 
cannot {ay we are; and alſo the tithes of 'old were by com- 
mand to be put inro a fore-houſe, whither the (q) ſtranger , (q)Numbsz 
the fatherleſs and the widow, were to come, and eat of them, 8. 21., 
and be ſatisfied, which we practiſe not; Nor to the new Co- _ 
venant, for that Jeſus Chriſt hath pur an end to the Levitical 
Prieſthood, and conſequently to all the maintenance, and ap- 
purtenances thereunto belenging. 
7. They call us Hirelings, becauſe we preach by indentare 
firſt made with the people for maintenance, and do nox 
. £0 forth (ruſting our Maſter Chril) as his Miniſters of old (+) Luke 
did, carrying neither (r ) paxſe, nor ſcrip with us ; -which 10. 3, 4: 
{hould we praRtiſe, we are doubrtul we ſhould be reduced £6 
one of thele two ſtraights (viz.)either to work., or beg ; the 
firſt of which we caxxot do, andro do the ſecond we are 
aſhamed. Ot | 
8. They call us greedy dogs, becauſe we do nor walk after 
che example of thoſe whom Chriſt ſent our ro preach the 
Goſpel (viz.) Eat and drink. ſnch thimgs as the people, (ſ)) give C#) tn 
4 , but in Read thereof do force thar by Law, even from the To, 7. 
poor and needy ( viz, the tenth of all rhey get by the ſivear of 
their browes ) which by fair meanes we ſhould never obcain : 
A thing, they ſay, which the rrue Prophers and Miniſters of | 
 Chrift, mentionedin Scriptere, never practiſed. 
9. They call us Hypocrites, ——— theſe as rhe Rea- 
ſons, 5, Becauſe we preach the things we pradtiſe not ; ac- 
, SM . caſing 


; exf.yg vs ſor preaching 9gairft price, 8rd yer living inic 3 4< 
gainſt corectouſneſs, and yet bang greedy of filthy Incre, Be, 
2; -Becavfe oftentimes in the cloſe of our Sermons, wetell 
the people we ſhould have proceeced farthergif time had nor 
prevented us,when-2s indeed we have no moreto ſay, 3.Be-. 
cauſe in. ovr Prayers before Sermon. we frequently bee of 
God that he wonld pur words intro ovr r.ouths, and teach 
us what rofay; whereas even then; we have onr Sermon notes, 

. either in our Pockers,. or our Bibles,” or the - Platfoym of our 

diſcourſe prepared in owr head. 2 

10, They call us thievet and robbers, becauſe we ſpend (ix 
dayes in the week, ro.gather together the words of rhe Pre. 

phets and Apoſtles, the words of Jerom, Auguſtin, Calvin, Lu. 

. ther, &c. and thencome forth on the hirft day, and ſpeak. 

to. the people. ſaying 5 Hearken to the Word of the Lord ; 
when as indeed we received -it-not from rheLord, but from 
the Writings of other men with whom we converſe. 

11, They have the /confidence to-atwie us (tee the -botd-. 
nefle of thete deceivers)'to-Preach no more ro the: People, 
chan the Lord hathſpeken-to-us, and thay we our ſelves wit- 
neſs the life and power of within.our ſelves : which if pra&ti- 
ſed, would be of ſad conſequeneeto us ; for that: whereas. 
moſt of us are incaged by contra& ro Preach - weekly , ſome. 

 vnce, ſome rywicesſome three times.s -1f we ſhould Preach no. 
| emtrethan we witneſs rhe life and power of, either conftant_ 

fence, or rare ſpeaking,would be found in onr Congregations, 
hd rhenwhar our Sheep would do for Shepheards, or what. 
| we by va ſhouid do for b$1?7e, let all that are Autho*, 

FR Tit oe. -- - ets. ITN bf {| [ 3-5 
| gx They Ph that-the minde vf God is not to be known- 

by ftndyin an Xxiver fry, but by Revelation of the Spirit, whe 
x Cor, 2, ome rowerh bis (t) minde: And that Pani, and: Peter; and 
31.12, Ocherthe Mimiſtersof Jeſus Chriſt ty Seriprure,did not ſerve 
' _anappremiſhipinan' Univerfiry. to learn-the trade'of Prea- 
*ching; bur &dPreachrhar Golpel,which Chrif'by+45 ſpirit- 
nn 1 Cor, (#)revealtilin than : md theretore they chardensrobe Mi- 
2, 2 10;' \nifters of The 7:te7 onely , becauſe we Preach tlie Saints - 
| G4l,1,16-words, but do not witneſs their condition. ILSS LG 
| 13, TheirBlaſphemies donor end here; but they proceed 
| On, .and declafe, both to-us and onr people; that all _ 


"an, 
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an Sad. ah woo. 
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ans af" 


any ſingle perlon: conclu 


by the well-pieafong titles, or Dottors, and D:vines, 

I 5, -Laſtly, they do ayouch ic te be proper (as in (x) He- 
brew, Greck,, and Lativ, ſoin Evgliſh) to fay Thos andthee to 
ing (lee what 5 it-to be illice- 
cate) that becauſe Adam, Abraham Moſes, and we our 
ſelves, doſay, Thow and+shee tothe great God that made rhe 
World, theretore che ſame expreſſions may be uſedto.mortall 
men: Andthough wedo citeem the impropriery proper , 
for greas men, and rich men. toſay, Thes and zhee,, to a poor 
—_— a — _ yet we cannot but condemn the 
ame ( though proper )-tor a por man, or a mean man, to ſa 
Then and thee, to agreat many and arichrnan, : 

Thele are the horrid Blaſphemics, and damuable Doftrines, 
againſt the Abcttars of which, you do ar this day diſcharge 
ſo much paſſion, and rage, borh from Preis and Pujpir ; cal- 
ling to the civil Powers for Bexds, and Priſexs ; nay fire and 
fagor, againſt allthoſe, who (fearing the Lord) do fear ro call 
darkneſs light, and light darkneſs. 


Buc flop a little, and conſider what you are doing, whileſt | 


you ave upon rhe f1ill cacreer poſting ro Damaſcus upon Sets 
bloody :errand : | Will you not our of. your own months be 


emned before him that cannor erre in judgment >] Do | 


ye fulfill, or violate , that Royal Law of Chnift wricten in 


your hearts, Todemxxts others, as uldthey ſhould ds unto 
ve? 'Areyouncr as notable” Hereticks in-the efteem of 
thoſe whoſe &/ood yon rhar aſter, as pg emmy yours ? and 
would-you cfieem' it juſt” that: (were ' the* 
kands z they ſhould mare the ſame meaſure wrrogonp Hf you 
hall deſpiſe it as mipe, yer accept of ir as the counſel of Yo 
| B 3 maiie 


power in"their 


' intendito do, as touching the innocent whom yt now fierely 
ſue, leſt baply ye be found even to fight againſtGod.If it whe: 4 wel 
rer for him chat ſhall offend one ofChriſts litele ones,that a mill- 
ſtone were h:nged about bis neck,, and he drowned in the depth of 
the Sea, where then will you appear in that greer.and notable 
day of the Lord who do nor only offend, but do offer all:man- 
ner of violence and craelty ( to the urmoſt extent of your 
power ) againit rhoſe, of whom you dare not ſay but: they 
may-be of the number of Chrifts little ones, -Beaot too fu- 
ious,le(t in your rage you ask Barabbas , and cauſe Felus to 
be delivered over tobe orucified, Andalthough in your- heat 
you may be content (upon confidence that he is.a deceiver) 
to take his blood-upon the heads of your {elves , and your 
children: yer know, that 1t-will prove (as to the Jews of 
01d) a burthen too heavy for you to bear, 
' Fear theLord therefore, O-ye Shepheards, and ceaſe to 
fight againſt the Lamb, tor no weapon formed againſt him ſhall 
proſper : Caſt off all your coverings that are not of the Spirit 
of the Lord: Say not within your ſelves, we are Preachers of 
Chriſts name ; tor the Scribes and Phariſees preached rhe 
Prophets, and yer did ſhed the blood of Chriſt, .of whom the 
ſame Prophets teſtified and fore-rold : Boaſt nor your ſelves 
in that wiſdome which you have ſcraped cogether at the feer 
. of Gamaliel: foras that wiſdome {hall never comprehend 
the myſteries of the Kingdome ; fo likewiſe remember thar 
Saul (who in learning and knowledge was inferior tonone 
of you) was nor only ſtark ignorant, bur alſo with his learn- 
iug fought againſt Heaven, and thoughr he had done accepra- 
ble (ervige unto God, in waſhing his hands in the blood. of 
his Son. | AE. 
-Andnow whatisit in all the world, that I (who. am be- 
come your enemy, becauſe Irell you the truth ) do with 
unto you Teachers even this, that the gratious God womld 
grant you to witneſs the ſame change that Saw/ did ; that the 
tame hand of love that fr#ck. him to the earth, would like- 
wiſe bring yon down from all your high thoughts, and lofty 
' imaginations,to ſtoop to the Teachings of thar Jeſus whom 
you now perſecute , that i, cometo witnels all the wiſ- 


dee of this world to be fooliſhneſs with Grd, and ray be. con- 
| DI 


waliet, thar ſober Pharsſce, Taks heed t0 Jour ſelves, what je 


tent to became fools that ye may be wiſe, that you may cry ont 
'(from the pu of life) with ket ſame Saab, Lord Ax 
 wouldft thou have ws,t0;do} That youmay (vor iti yyords one - 
ly, but in truth come to- witneſs aH- your ' excellency 
.but loſs, and your glory but as _ » for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Feſus Chriſt: And finally, that you may be 
made able to wy: v7 Fo with all Saints, what i the breadth , 
and length, and depth,and height, and to know the love of Chriſt 
that paſſeth knowledge. All which are the hearts defizes-of 
him-or you, who is, ”'Þ 


A cordial Lover of all your ſoxtes , 
aud 4 ſervant of that Jeſus who 
witneſſed a good confeſſion be- 
fore Pontins Pilate, 


T HO: SPEED. 


READER, 


Py How mayeſt underfiand, that T writ a former Let-* 
ier ta my Antagoniſt, in anſwer to one ſent me by 
him z from whence he raiſed reperts touching me, 

which were bothwatrue, and (candalow: For which cauſe 
it is prencipally, that 1 havecauſed this Reply to come to 
the Preſs; that ſo all that will may read, and they that fear 
the Lord may judge betwixt us. Both his, and my former) 
1 would have Printed with this, but that this would there- 
by haveencreaſed to too great a bulk ; which wauld have 
caufed ut to be unto thee both more tedious to read, and coſtly 
to purchaſe, Read with a ſingle ze: Prove ail things, 
hald faſt that which is good. 


Farewell, 


— 


Thomas Speed. 


A 


el. 
A brief and" plain Reply, unto 
-- certain Papers recerved from 
William Thomas .( called ) 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Wb- 
"S-L.K; - 6 a ns 
[| Have received your Papers, bearing date AZay 25.which 


- are fufft wich much wvrath, and more confuhon, Plain. 


. dealing, I petceive is a great ({ranger with you; for char. 
= you giveit ſuch coorle entertainment when ic cometh 
within your doors: So accuſtomed-are youto the cap and. 
the knee, to greeting in the Markgt-place, and to be called by 
men Rabb;; that he is preſently become your enemy , 'who 
durſt (without a nas ) teli you the. naked truth : 
Suck \mooth things as you Prophehe ro the People, you ex- 
pet from others, bur ro havea £ie,Deceir,or Hypocrijce, cal- 
led bytheir proper names, mult be at leafl rayling and revi- 
king, But (be you-yleaſed,. or be you more angry ) I mult 
yet deal moreplainly with you ; forterrible 1s the Lord to 
_ Aatterers , and ſuchas ſpeak deceirfully to their Neigh- 
urs:.. 


Pers. 


W,T. lam forrycthat what others will think 900d. coun» 


ſell, hath been.ſo11l befiowed on you; when you-have, got 
more piety and humility, you vill have other rhoughrs ;, and 
when you have recovered your civility, you wall write-other - 
Lerters, «KH 0 


T.S. That counſ-1! that dire&erh my.minde towards the-: 


rrue Connſe!lour (thouzh from; the lips of my man-ſervart,- 
or my ma.d-ſervant) 1darenotideſpiſe* but coun'ell again 

cruch ( under the affrighting notion-0t.error.) 1 eſteem not - 
44S V _ 


nn HI 


And firſt I ſhall begin with the. Proem to your Pa- | 
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eo0d, Piet), Humility,and Coil, It ſeems I have loſt: But 
why? Becauſe I did not iwallow down what you firſt wrt 

me, as. #nqueſtjonable Oracles of Heaven, bus roms what 

you ſent me bythe Scriptures of Trurh,8 from them bore my 
Teſtimony again? your deceit, This is no'ju ging from! you, 

preſently ro conclude thar man a Brute ( tor 1o heis- chat 

hath lolip.eey, humility, and civ.lity) thac dorh nor preſently 
bow doyyn. and.cry.Hiſansa to, the. mucable directions oi 

che pe OIVYE | 

iP.T, Iconfeſs I have been ſomething putto itto deter- 

mine,whether I ſhould ſay any thing to you or no, 

T.$. Truly, as good you had ſaid nothing, as to no pur- 
pole : neither were you more pxt to it,;then I have been, whac 
co make my reply to, in your laſt Papers; ſofullare they of 

confuſion, falſhoods, contrad:tions, impertiences, and groſs ab- 
ſurdities, as herein afret will be made manifet ro any that 
are ſober-minded : -. And had Inot received them figned 
with your name, I ſhould racher have judged them compi- 
led by ſomhe o1d ſuperſtitious Epiſcopal Prieſt, then by one 
char profeſſerh himſelf a Minilier of che Goſpel, and an emi- 
nent Doctor of the Times, | 
FT. 1fhall ay fomerhing to che marcter of your Letter, 
che rather becauſe in ſome parrs of it you pretendto reaſon; 
though much of-it be tuft with that clamor , which is rhe 
charaQer of rhar company with which you cloſe. 
 T.S. Tocella Clergy-man of his wickedneſs in plainneſs 
of ſpeechzis clamor : Were not 1ſaiah, Jeremiah, Exckiel,and 
Micha, clamorous fellows, thar durſt cry out againſt the abo- 
minations of the an ris rr and wicked Prieſts of their 
rimes> Tf this be ſuch a black character thar rendereth my 
Companions unloyely in your eyes, Iſhall yer choſe cho'e 
who are more unlovely. As the fear of God, and working of 
ortouge ace the charaRers of ſuch whom he accepteth, © 
are they of thoſe with 'whom I cloſe : Bur as for thoſe rhar 
cry the Temple of the Lordthe Temple of the Lord, and yer have 
their hands full of unrighteouſneſs, that preach to pos 295 the 
_ s that themſelves contradict in their praiſe, with ſuch 


eto hayeno fellowſhip, 


Wile 


a 
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; [3] 
W.T, In defence of whom you bring che examples of 
Moſes and Exek'ely but chough tach men quaked occafio- 
nally now and then (as Gods ſervants (till do) yer you do 
Dot finde that they received a denomination trom it, or 
made a trade of it. | 
T.S, I brouzhr nothing in defence of thoſe whom you 


intend; I onely quoted my own praQice,. andthe reafon of - 


it, #:>, that I did cloſe which ſuch as (from a principle of ho- 
ly tear) did iremble before the great God of Heaven and 
Earth; ſuch as were Moſes, Ezekiel,and other holy men of 
God mentioned in Scripture, And was this that which nee- 
ded a defence? Are you o ftercean Antagonitt againſt ſuch 
as tremble at the word of the Lord (as Moſes and Ezekiel 


did) that they need be defendzd againit your rage > 1 doubt » 


not but if Aſfoſes and Ezckjel were now living, they would 
tinde the ſame meaſure at your hands, as they didat the 


| hands of the taiſe Prophets of oid ; ſince they that walk in 


their ſteps, need a defence againlt your fury, Ir ſufficerh for 
me that you granc the ching charT intended, viz., That the 
ſervants of God of old did, and till occafionally do,quake 
and tremble beforethe Lord. Bur you ſay,they received no De- 
nomination from it, nor made 4 Trade of it, 

T. S. Did 1 ever aflerc either of thele things >- if not, 
whom do you contradict >. To what end do you produce ſuch 
piriful ftutte as this > For my part, I cannot imagine what 
you could intend byit, unleis ir were to fill up paper, and 
keep your pen in action. What would you concluce thence > 
unleſs you would reaſon rhus, Becauſe hay rhas now trem- 
ble at the word of the Lord, as Moſes and Ezekiel did, are by 
the world in {corn called Qzakers: theretore trembling ar 
the word of theLoecdis a haretull thing. Becauſe we read, 
chat the Diſciples from their faith in Chriſt, and profeffion 
of his name received the denomination, of ChrifFiaxs, can 
that be brought as an argument againit faith in Chriſt, and a 
ſerious profeſſion of his name? And as for making 4 Trade 
of trembling, or quaking, I never mentioned any tuch thing; 
neicher do 1 undertiand what you incend by rhis imperti- 


' nency of ſpeech, unleſs to reproach thoſerhat daily walk 


low inthe fear of the Lord; andit fo, I fay to you, Let the 
ſcorner cea'e to {corn4leſt the dreadfull day of the Lord my 
: . C | - .. + Ine 
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[4] Th 
zake him unawates, and give him his portion with ſcorners 
in the lake that burneth with fire and brimſtone, Sure I 'am, 
that you never read that the holy men of God of n1d, made 
a Trade of Preaching, as you and other men do, who (jult as 
the handicraits-man maketh his wares, and expoth them 
co ſale in the Market, fo yon) do compile your Sermons, ga- 
thering a ſhredout of one Author, and a ſhred our of ano- 
ther, and chereunto add your own{inventions, and then ſell 
chem unto the people for money, ſome for one hnndred, 
ſome for rwo hundred, others for three hundred pound per 
anrnm, according as you can make your Marky, 

So much, ofthe Proem to your Papers : Now ro your rea- 
ſomines, and arguings. 

And firſt you begin with the Scriprnres ; quoting this as 
one of the deteFable Doftr ines of thoſe,called Ouakers, That - 
they ſay that the Scriptures are not the Saints rule,contrary,you 
ſay, ro theſe Scriptures, Gal.6.16. James1,8, Dent,5.3233. 
2 Pet, 1.19, to which, you ſay, I make anſwer, that no Scrip- 
pre that 1 remember faith ſo, in terminis, audeherefore its a 
falfe charge, | 

T.S.' T hat which Tfaid, was, That I did not finde the 
Sctipture, i» termins, {o called, in either of thoſe you quo- 
red; and rherefore you charged chem falſly, in faying chey 
reje& the Scripthres,. becauſe they deny that which rhe 
Scriptures never faid. In which I fatd cruth ; for he that char- 
geth another man with the denyall of Sctiprure, becauſe he 
denyeth that which the Scriptures no where faith, Tſay he 
chargerh him falſly. Now let any man of a fober underſtand- 
ive, judee whether any of thote Scriptures you produce,do 
ſpeak any fach thing as you would have themro ſpeak, and . 
conſequently, whether you are not found bearing falſe wit- 
neſs, of which yon accufe others. | | 

But youreply three things rofalve this miſtake, 
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- FT, Thats Scriptnre which is neceflarily dednced from - : 
it, thovgh it be nor in fo many words contained in 1t ; to 
prove which you produce the example of Chrift, who pro- : 


vedthe Refurre&ion of the dead from that Scripture, / am 
the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and'of Jacob. 

+ T. S. So then you grant the __ I faid, viz. that the 
Seriptwrer in words do wor ſay any ſuch thingyand therefore br 


42 


. 


n - 
—— — —_— 


TO: [5] 
appeal from the expre(s Scripture, to your own confequen- 
ces and deduQions thence ; which you make che lame thifr, 
when the Scripture will hot -belp you any longer, by which 
co patronizeall your milcatriages, and deviations from the 
crutch., Here ts the retuge, that ali the b/1ude guides of 'the 
Nation make to themielves ; when as they are driven by 
plain Scriprure from their firong holds , and cannor. (tand 
before that which they pretend to be their rule, they fly co 
cheir own meanings and interpretitions ; and who io dares 
not own-them tor infallible rules, are preſently ſenrenced 
co be Hereticks, and deceivers, and denyers of Scripture. 
Burt will you indeed (tahd to what you have ſaid, viz: that 
that is Scripture, which « neceſſarily deduced from it, though it 
be not in ſo many words contained in it > Then let me ask you, 
and many othets inthis Nation, who hays been Teachers 
jome ten,(ome twenty, ſome thirty years ; were thoſe things 
that you have taughc {o many years rogether, neceſlarily de- 
duced from Scriptures > If nor, then by your own confeſſion; 
you have taughr falſhood : if they were, then all that you 
have ſo taughc is intallible; for you ſay it is Scripture, and 
the Scripture is infallivle, And-dare [you ſay that what hath 
been ſo preached by them and you, for thele twenty years 
palt, hath been infajlible> why do you nor then adjoyn all 
your Sermons tothe Scripture 3 for, if neceſlanly deduced 
rhence, they are Scripture, and a part of the Sainrs rule : Bur 
what a ſad condirion would many poor ſouls: be in, whoſe 
imall eſtates would not amount to the purchaſe of a Bible 3 
ſo voluminous would ir be, by that time all the neceſlary 
deductions that you and others have made from the Scrip- 
ture theſe many years paſt, were added to it : they muſt fir 
down in deſpair, of ever obtaining that which 1s their Rule ; 
andif they could; what have they bur a pack of confufions 
and concradiQions, 

And whereas you quote Chriſt his proving the Reſurrecti- 
on of the dead, &c. | 

T.S. Ianfwer, that what Chriſt ſpake was infallible, he 
neicher did nor could errein what he ſaid; and were you 
| as infallible in thoſe meanings and interpretations which 
you force upon the On as he wasin whar he move 
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[6] | 
from the ſpirit of the Lord, Tſhould readily cloſe with them 
as the Oracles of God; bur till then, rhink ir ner much, that I 
imbrace his interpretations,-and diſown-yours. But how 
long will you ceal thus fraudulently with the world, in cry- 
ing out againſt ſuch as deny your meanings, as if they deny- 
ed the ſcriptures, and yer dare not ſay you are- infallible 1n 
rhe meanings you give of them > Either ſay to the people 
plainly, that you are wfallible(if you ſoefteem your (elves) 
that ſo they may minde io great -a concernment of their 
ſouls; as is the receiving of your dedxfions from Scripture for 
true Doctrine, nay tor Scripture itfelfe ; orelſe fay you are 
(whar indeed you are ſufficiently) fallible, that io they may 
rake libery of proving both your actions, and your Doctrine, 
and not be anc as Herericks, if they condemn that in 
you, which the Scripture s of truth do condetnn. Suffer 
therefore them that muſt die for themſelves, and account to 
the Lord for themſelves ; to interpret tor themſelves, and 
believe for themſelves ;'and not tell them they muſt credic 
your deduRtions from Scripture, as the Scripture it ſelfe: 
when as you that call your ſelves Divizes, do lo much difa- 
greein your own deduftions, Take fix of you that efteem 
your ſelves rhe moſt able Doors, and, a portion of Scrip-- 
ture being given you to interpret , ſhut your ſelves up in fix 

: ſeverall rooms, andaſter ſometime, give your interpretati- 
ons thereof, to one that ſhall receive them from each of you 
apart from the reſt, and perhaps not two of the fix ſhall a- 
oree in the ſame interpretation : and would yu have poor ' 
people adventure their ſouls on the truth of ſuch mens de- 
dwuttions from Scripture, who dwellin ſuch. vaſt confuſi- 
on, and difterence, in their deductions. 

Next, you urge that Scripture, Dezt. 5.32, 33.( viz.) 
Tox ſhall not turn afide to the right handor tothe left, 

T, S, And dorh this Scripture ſay, that the Scripture is 
rhe Saints rule > or can you withont bluſhing produce it to 
prove any ſuch thing > Could Aoſes intend this in relation 
to the: Scripture, the, greateſt part of which was not then 
written 2 was all, or any of thoſe things that were {aid, and 
cone, by the Prophets, Jeſw Chriſt; and the ſeverall Apoſtles, 
then recorded?- if not, what a manifeſt wreſtling is it- of 
Moſes words, to ſay, that by them, he meant , that which 

was not WLitten, t1ll ſeyerall hundreds of years after ? 4 
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lefſe you exclude all the Prophecies,the ſayings of Jeſu Chrip, 
and the Epiitles of the fe oy Apoſtles ; trom being part ” 


| the Rule: which I ſuppole you dare nor do, in word, though 


you do 1n a great mea{ure in your prattice.. 
W.T, Add: here unto that Gal. 6.16, the word rule - 


{ xaywy ) 15 expretied. 
$7) Beck 


Becaule che word [rule] is expreſſed in Pauls Epi- 
ftle to the Galathians, theretore the Scripture is the Sairus 
rule > Is this reaſoning like ro ſuch as. ſhould come from a 
Minitter of tha Gojpe! > May nor a heathen Philotopher 
realon as Logically thus, the word xarer '( Arglice a Rule) 
is uſed in Ar:ftetles politicks, therefore. Ar;ſtotles politicks 
are the Saints rule? If you did indeed live by tharrule the 
Apoltle there ({peaketh of , ( viz, ) rhe new creature, you 
would not write and aQ {o irregularly.as you do.. 

WT. Saints muſt walk by ene rule or another; I ask 
then, Whar rule is therezit Scripture be not the rule. &c.. 

T.S, I know no nexy ru'e, nor own none bur the lame 
thar Abel, Enech, Noab, Abraham, Moſes, Davia, Paul,and 
the relt of the:ho!y. men of God.wa'ked by; to which I 
much tear, youare a great ſtranger, tor if the tree may be | 
known by irs truir, your fruics declare a great deal of 1gno-- 
rance thzr-of, And by the ſame touchſtone that tho!e holy, 
men proved the light they wi:ked by, whether it were ot 
Godor no, the ſame and no other do I own fill. 

Next,you ipendrime in taking exceptions againſt a-word - 
inſerted ina Querie I pur you, which was this. 

Becau'e they deny them tobe the Saints rule, doth ir fo!-- 
low they whol!y re;e&rhem? To which, you anſwer. 
 W.T, Thar (wholly) was not my word, it's of your own. 
putting in, and therefore if you do not like ir, you mnt 
rhank your ſelf, Thar that IHaid, was, that the Quakers 13+ 
thisand their other Do&rins. though they do nor proteſſed- 
ly-rejet the Scriptures, yet realiy they do, 

T. S. 1didnor ſay, It was your word, I only put it ina 
que*1on to you: And therefore by way of jnſt recortion I- 
may {ay to you, you have made work for your ſelf, and pleaſe - 
your ſelf with deſcantix g npon it when you have done; yer \er 
any {ober underſtanding jnd2ze,. whether your ſpeech. can 
intendany lefſechen 1 asked you., for when you ſay indett- - 


nicely they reje& the Scriptures ( not quoting any particu” 
e Jars: 


| # \ BY 

lars) whether can it be any other way taken, but that, the: 

rhrow them off in generall : Beſides, thar you did inten 
their rejeAtion of the whole Scripture, I prove thus, The 
Scripture as the Saints rae you ſay they reje& : now whether 
is a part of Scriprure, .or the whole, che Saints r#/e? It rhe 
whole Scripture be the Saints r=le , andyon go abgur.c9. 
prove they reje& the Scripture, becauſe they deny it to be 
che Saints r#{e ; then nothing more plain then this,that they 
rejetche whole Scripture. However we will take your own 
words with your own interpretations, by which you give 
us to underſtand, That they whom you call Quakers do not 
rezea the Scripture in eenerall, Bur foraſmuch as you grant 
char they do not reje& the whole Scripture, and yet have not 
mentioned any one particular Scripture, they do reject ; 
untill you charge chem with particulars, I ſhall cake your in- 
definite charge for no other vhen a ſlander. | | 
You proceed from this to charge me with cenſwring , be- 
cauſe I do affirm that they do deny the Scripture, who 
fay in word, Ir is the Saints rule , and yer they them- 
ſelves deny it tobe their own rule, by violating it in 

their practice, | 
T.S. It ſpeaking plain truth without complement , or 
fAattery be cenſuring , I ſhall tudy to be more a cenſurer, 
And whereas you take your ſelf as concerned in that which 
you call my cenſure, as refleCting in particular on yon, ( it 
ſeemerh there is ſomerhing in your-conſcience cryeth guilty) 
you took my words as they were intended ; neither would 
1t bean unjnſt cenſure , but a ftrue charge, it I repeat what 
Ifaid in my laſt (Y7z.) That white you talk much in word, 
of the Scriptures being your rule , you, difown and 
deny them by your practice, in doing .many things, tor. 
which you haveno rule in them ar all. And. let me lay far- 
cher, thar yon that pretend your ſelves Miniſters in the Na- 
tion, crying The Scriptures, the Scriptures, do, of all men, 
moſt abuſe them, by ſerving your4uſts upon them, Where 
ou have no Plea for your Covetonſneſſe, Pride, and Forma-, 
#y ; there you wreſt the Scriptures to plead for you» put- 
tine ſuch Interpretations am as will beſt ſerve to Pa- 
. tronize your lufts ; andwhere they do condemn you, or 
croſle you in your wickednefſe, there you Krive to has 
rhe 
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the' froke of them, either by Alencing them or fatherine * 


Your corrupt meaninps upon them. 

And that you and all that ſhallperuſe this my: Reply, 
Tnay ſee that I do neither paſſionately, nor groundleſly, bur 
Juſtly umpreach you of playing faft and looſe with the Sciip- 
rure, I ſhall particularly ſcan your anſwer torwo Queries I 
putt to you : the firſt was this, | 

T. S. By what rule in Scripture do you ( pretending to 
bea Minifter-of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt) receive Tirhes 
for preaching 2 | | 

WT. Faithfull Miniſters neither preach for Tithes, but 

for ſoules; neither do they rake Tirhes for preaching , 
asf that were a fir exchange, or as if they would leave 
- preachins, if that were not, | 

T.S, The plain Engliſh of your Anſwer, is, That you 
have no rwle in Scripture by which you take Tirhes, Will 
any, fave thoſe whom the Lord hath given vp to believe 
lyes, any longer credit you, when you ſhall avouch che 
Scripture to be your Rule in words, and yer being asked 
whas rwlc you have for your praQtice, you can quote none. 
Wonld you be eſteemed ſuch a valiant Champion, in be- 
half of the Scrfptwre, and yet do that, for which no r/e is to 
befonnd therein? Is this lefſe rhen plain hypocriſy, to. go 
into your Pulpit ( where all men lye at the mercy of your 
bicrer tongne) and there powre out damnation on thoſe 
that deny that the Scripture ſaith, It is the Saints r#/e,and 
yer your fel in praQtice difown it for your rule Bur fince 


you ware the Scriptwre, as that which cannot ſpeak for =. "I; 


we ſhall alittle examine what ir is, that yon have ro ſpeak 


for your (elf, : 
En Ainifters, you ſay, do not preach for Tithes , but 
or ſoules, | | 
TS, Aker from your own lips I may conclude That 
they thar do preach for Tithes , are nor faithfull Miniſters , 
and how few are there of thoſe many you make mention of 
in the Nation, which can eſcape this ſentence > A Father 
putteth his Son to the Univerſity for ſome certain years, to 
learn the Trade of Serm#n-making and when he comerh 
rhence, whar is the firſt thing in theeye of the Father and” 
Son ?. why this, Where is the beſt yacancLiying, the richeſt 
-Fm1 Err | 2 Benefice 
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[Renefi:e to be had>When that is found out;then the'youngD;- 
vine mult come and give the people a Sermon as a iample of 
that ware he intendech to Sell them when he is ſerled.' The 
people they like not either his perſon ot his wares, & retuſe 
ro trade with himp Away goech tather and fon, haftento fome 
Commitee or Superior power, and there by bowing and 
fair Speeches, and by the helpe of lome old PraQicioners 1n 
rhar art, they gain that by -power which they could nor ob+ 
rain by th: peoples content. Being oncein, ro work he 
goes, torthe Tirhes of all their gaine, catsle, garden: fruits, 
and for ſnokg-pennies, ſummoning ſuch as retuſe ro iarisfie 
his covereous appetite, before Magiſtrates; ſuing others ar 
'the Law, recovering of them treble dammages , caſting 
them into Priſon in caſe of non-paimenr: and 1s this 
preaching ſor T:thes or for ſoles >1f tor fouls, (urely ir 1s on- 
Jy to lead them down into the pit, by ſuch wicked examples 
as the'e, and to-make them ſever fold more the Chilaren f the 
Devill then they were before + Befdes this, how few are there 
ot you, that call your (ei ves Minilterz,that are not as ready to 
chop and change your Livings, as men are their cattle for 
outward advanrage > If any man dye poſſeſſed of a rich Parſo- 
age, how many of you have preiently a Call roit, eſpecial- 
ly if there be more pienry of Tithes,and more acres of Glebe- 
land, than in your own Pariſh > then dayes of faſting. and 
humiitations mult be kepr, pretending ro ſeek God to know 
who hath che cleareſt call, and though you are all reſolved 
in your-hearts before hand co get ir 1t 'you can, yer the name 
of God andrhe prayers of fome well-meaning people muſt 
be made ufe of by every one of you, as a gfoke, leaſt your 
deceit ſhouid be too plainly diſcovered, Iknow you will 
call this Clamor, becau'e I ſpeak plain trath ; bur for all 
that, I ſhall nor jpare to rell you, that it is damnable hy- 
pocritie'tor a man toreſo!ve firti to remove from a mean to 
arich Benefice, and then ſeem to conſult with the Oracle 
whether he ſha}! remoye or no. I ſhall not poſitively charge 
you in particular with triding of this -nature, bur 1t report 
be nor an evregions |iar, yon-did firenuoufly endeavour to 
ſhew your {ef a fairhfnll Miniſter, by your Preaching rather 
ar Wells for Tithes , then'at Kbley'for foules, You ſay far- 
' ther, 
"*\ WT. 


| [tx] | 

FF, T, Neither do they rake Tithes for preaching ,' as if 

that were a fit exchange,or as if they would leave Prea> 
chtog,it chat were nor, | 


_ T.S. They take nor Tithes for -doing nothing, andiis nor 


Preaching the conkideration tor which they take chem? Then 
either confeſs plainly , that morethen tour parts of five of 
thoſe ealled Miniſters are #»fasthfwl, becauſe they take Tithzs 
for Preaching, or elſe take thame to your ſelf for aflerting a 


thing ſo notoriouſly untrue, That they rake mot Tribes for: 


Preaching; when as,well nigh all the Pariſhes in Exg/and are 
witnefles ___ you, Bur inthat you judge Tithes xo fit ex- 
change for their Preaching , I ſay the ſame, t5rthart they are 


Juſt to much more then they deſerve. And whereas you ſay | 


they would not leave Preaching if Tithes were not ; Tpreſume, 


— > -- Fro mow 


rhere are ſcarce two, among twothouſand, rhrough the | 


who'e Nation. of your Opimionin that, fave only thole that 
are themſelves Tithe-gatherers, How few are there of the 
Teachers of the Nation that will ſettle themſelves in any 
Pariſh, untill they have made firm Indertwre; for their hire ? 
Is not,what will you aſſure me of, by the year ,the firſt queſtion 
that is propounded > Befides, is there anything more. uſuall 
 thentoremoye from that place where Tithes, Augmentati- 
ons, or ſome equivalent Maintenance ceaſeth? Bur, above 
all,who is he among you that will in conſcience betake him- 
ſelfto a poor Pariſh ro-preach for ſoules, where there are no 
Tithes,nor other yearly ſtipend ro be had? And what ſhould 
be the reaſon that amongall the ſtruglings rhatare among. 
you Teachers for ſeverall places, you are never found ro 
frive who ſhall come into a Pariſh where you can expect no 
mony > Neither have Iever heard that any man pretended 
a Call ro a'people, who through meaneſs of eftate,could give 
him bur a mean, or no reward. So thar, it is more then pro- 
bable , that that yote which ſhall ever throw down Tithes , 
will trike well nigh as many in this Nation dumb, as Sanp- 


ſon did of the Philiſtims fArike dead, by removing the pillars - 


of the hou'e of Dagon their Ged, + 

7,T, Miniſters take Tithes becauſe, that,for the preſent, is 
the maintenance allotred them , which they may 
juſtly claim;and lawfully take, 


D 


TS * 


WD. ne EI > THe Er Ir ene > neem Hg rags > ern 
. - _ oe wt rnghag : = 


[227] | 
T.S. But by whom eng ur them > not by Feſns 
Chriſt whom they pretend to be their Lord; and therefore 
_ they ought not totake them, much leſs can they juſtly clam 
them : neither do.the Scriprures you bring, at all give coun- 
renance to them that do wickedly extore ſrom the (people 
- Tithes for their maintenance: You donot readthat Paxl 
forced amaintenance trom any, nor that he draggedany be- 
fore Courts of Juſtice, and Commitees, or took any poor men. 
by the throats, who had great Families to maintain, threat- 
ning them with bonds, if they would not give them rhe 
renth part of all their Jabours, Letall that tear the Lord 
judge whether you are not condemned out of your own 
mouth, when as you ſay, in word,The Scriptures your rule, 
and yet thustramp!e it under foot by your practice. 
T. S,. Whether he that recetveth Tithes tor Preaching, do 
nor deny Chrift to be come inthe fleſh. 
WW, T. When you prove that the taking a maintenance _ 
from rhe truirs of che Earth, in that proportion, was 
a ſhadow. whereot Chriſt was the body, you ſay 
{omerhing, &c. | 
T.S. Yourimpertinent Anſwer doth intimate , that I 
have ſaid ſomething more already in my Query, then you 
know well what tolay to; otherwiſe, I preſume you would 
nor ſo ſhamefully wave it, This I dofay, which is according 
to the Scriptures of Truth, That the Lord of 01d appointed 
Tithes as an inher:tance ta the Prieſts and Levites, for their 
ſervice in the Tabernacle, andthe Temple ; which being con- 
{idered,Jerme ask you three things, 
1, Qu: Whether Chrift was not the end of the Leviticall 
'_ 'Prieſt-hood | 
' 2, Qu :. Whether hethat upholdeth that which was to have 
| an end 'n Chriſt, deth not deny Chriſt to be comne in. 
the fleſh, and conſequently is Antichriſt? 
" 3. Qu : Whether theythat claim the maintenance appointed 
a particularly to the Prieſts and Levites,onght not to 
' dotheir work. ( Viz, ) Prepare the Sacrifices, ſlay 
Oxen, Sheep, Goats, &C.. h 
Therefore do you and your bretheren, eicher own the name 
of Jewiſh Prieſts, and do their ſervicezand inſtruct the people 
| | in 


[13] 
in the Jewiſh Riter and Ceremonies, or elle for ever quirclaim' 
cotheir maintenance. ' WE any *. 

T.S. Thus much. of your Anſwer ro my firſt Query. My 
ſecond was this, By what Rle, in Scripture,do you Sprinkle In- 

ants, and call it an Ordinance of Jeſus Chrift, who never com- 
1anded any ſuch thing , nor was it ever prattiſed by any of the 
Saints after hin > | 
Ww.T. mn again whether you never heard of any Saint, 
:nce Chrit, that Sprinkled Infants # 

T.S, Doth this ridiculous quibble deſerve the name of {o 
ſober an-Anſwer as ſhould proceed our of che lips of one char 
elteemeth himſelf a grave Divine? Was I not demanding of 
you a Rule in Scripture,grounded on theCommand of Chri/?, 
or thepraRice of the Samts there, tor iprinkling of Infancs > 
And could you Imagin= that IT intended the practice of any 
without the Scriptare,when that onely was ſpoken of > What 
weight is there in what you ſay? Or co what purpoſe did you 
produce this ſenſleſs Inquiry Utnlefle you intended it, ro # 
prove, that we may practiſe any thing thar is brought to us 
by Tradition, though we can ſhew no Rule in Scriptere for 
it, either from Chritts Command, or the Saints pra- 
ice, 

1, T, Chrit,by the Apoſtle Parl, commanderh to render 
to all their dues, Rom, 13, 7. 
Bur Baptiſm is an Intants due, 
Erge. 

T. S. And 1s this your-Rele, in Scripture, by which you 
ſprinkle Infants,and call it an Ordinance of elus Chrit > Do 
not call it railingzif I ask you whether that Scripture be nor 
fulfilled arthis day, 1{2.44+-25. which ſaith,7 he Lord maketh 
the Diviners mad, and turueth the wiſe men backward,and ma- 
keth their knowledge fooliſh. Conſider ſeriouſly, whether you 
have not maniteſted the darkneſs of your mind to all the 
Children of lighr, robe even like that of egypt, which 
might be fel, If the Lord had nor ſmitten you with blindneſs 
of heartzcould you ever produce that Scripture as your Rule 
for ſprinkling of Infants > Will this be a ſufficient Plea for 
you to produce for your praRtice, in the day that Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhall ask you, Who required thoſe things at your hands > It this 
be all you ſay, you will never be able to eſcape chat Wo 3 
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which is on them that reach and praftiſe for Doftrines 
the traditions of men, ; 
' Burroyour Arguments ; and here I muſt confeſs my ſelf 
non-pluſt, for tharthere is ſuch a heap of confufions, incon- 
oruities,and illogical Conclufions,that I knoy not where to 
begin, orwherero end, | 
W.T. We ought to renderto all their dues; Ergo, In- 
fancs ought to be baptized, 
 T.S. Was it ever heard,or did it ever enter into the heart 
of any ſober-minded man toconceive, that Paul intended 
the 7. Verſe of the 13, Chapter to the Romans, to prove the 
ſprinkling of Infants faces with water, to be an Ordinance of 
jeſus Chriſt > For ſhame, forbear thus to abuſe and bely rhe 
Scripture , wreſting it- to the patronizing of your fond and 
uowarrantable practices. 
Your Argument runneth thus : 
If we onght to render to all their dues, Cuſtome to whom Cu- 
Et ſtome &c.Then Infants ought to be baptized, 
L | But we ought to render to all their dues, 
F rg0, 
/ Which Argument amounterh eo as much as this.Children 
 ovghr to be baptized , becauſe they ought to be baptized, 
| Andthis1s your Scripture,by which you throw water on the 
faces of Infants,and call it an Ordifance of Jeſus Chriſt, - 
| Youſaidbefore, That neceſſary deduttions from-Scripture 
are Scripture, and conſequently this d-duction of yours is 
Scripture, When the letter of Scripture is againſt you, in any 
of your will worſhips, then you friveto avoid the ftroak fit, 
by eiving your own imaginations for an Interpretation ; and 
wherethe Scripture is filent,there you make it.to ſpeak what 
will ſerve your own turns ; andall the while cry out againſt 
ſuch as own the Scripture ( but diſown your corrupt 1nter- 
pretations of it) as Hereicks. Ler me tell you, the Lords 
now diſcovering the deceit and hypocrifie of all ſuch as ſay 
they ſpeak. the word of the Lord, when he hath: nor ſpoken to 
them and of all thoſe b:»d grides that, haye for many yeares 
cauſed the peopletoerre, | 
- Youproceed to proye Bapriſm to be an Infants due , bur 
you attempt it by a heap of ſuch lame, confounded Argu- 
ments, that there is neicher-Oider,- nor Reaſonto be found 
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Firſt, you 19. 9c eer indefinitely, and do endeavour 
to prove that they ought to be ſprinkled ; then you. change 
that tearm, and pur in the Infant of a Believing Parent , and 
ſo, as yon lift, you fill up your Arguments with ſuch fiuffe as 
you ule to. bring forth te- your people: wherher ſuch lan- 
ouage as the Scripture knoweth or not, I perceive, js all one 

Lo you, | 
JP, T, The Infant of a beilievin 

ſoon as it 15 born, | 
T.S. Paul faith, That he, with others, were by nature the 
Children of wrath, Ephei.2.3. But he that 1s holy is no child 
of wrath, and con!equently no Believer's Intant is born a 
Child of wrath.Chriſt ſaith, That which « borx of the fleſh, us 
fleſh : You ſay, that which is born of rhe fleſh,is holy : your 
proof is, I Cor.7.14. | 

To which\lI anſwer;,It the holjzefſe there mentioned be the 
foundation on which you build the ſprinkling of Infants fa- 
ces, and call it Baptitm, theh may a declared #»believer be 
baptized atfo ; for the ſame holineis that the Child has, the 
unbeliving Parent had; for the ſame Greek, word that is uled 
for ſanifjing the unbeiieving Parent; is uled for the holineſs 
of the Child ; which you might have conGdered beforeyou 


g Parent is a holy Child as 
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had ſo raſhly afſerted the holineſs there ſpoken of to be a ſuf- 


ficient ground tor Infant-baptiſm. And will you ſay, that the 
declared unbelieving Parent hada right ro baptiſm , being 
holy with the ſame ſanification the Child had > Therefore , 
either grant that the holineſs there ſpoken of, doth not ren- 
der the Child capable of baptiſm; or elſe do not barbaronſly 
with-hold the ſame from the #nbelieving Parent, whomighr 
juſtly claim the ſame 
tame holineſs, 

| You go on, and call Baptiſm— 


privileage (as you call it) by virtue of the . 


?7.T. That mark by which Gods people are outwardly di- - 


ſtinguiſhed from Heathensz and the initiating Seal 
of the Covenant ; which declareth the Infant to be 
one of Gods, and ſolemnly-putrerh him into rhe 
number of Gods people. 

T.S. Many that are Drunkards, Swearers, and Whore- 
maſters, and profeſſed Enemies of the Lord, have received 
rhis mark;and call you theſe Gods people > If ſo, who are the 

D 3 Heathen: 


[16] EE: | 

Heathen,chey are diſtinguiſhed from by this mark? Ts a drum- 
ken,{iearing, covetous, prophane Englith-man,bythis mark 
diftinguiſhed( as one ot the people of God) from a drunken, 
ſwearing, covetous, prophane {ndian in. America, as a Hea- 
then > Dare you rank all the wicked of the Land (who ate the 
people ofthe Curſe, and'who are, by expreſs Scripture, ſhut 
out trom the kingdome if God) among the number of Gods 
people > This is the fapleſs chaiſe with which you' feed” your 
poorthlind people ; who, it ;eemeth, do {eldome ſeriouſly 
ican what you confidently affect ro rhem in the Pwlpze tor 
truch ; if they did, ſurely you woutid bluſh and rremBie, to 
expoſe {uch pitiful Ware to ale ro thein as thisis, This 1s 
that Orthodox doctrine, which wioſoever doth not profeſle 
ſabjeRion ro, muſt Þrefently be damned as an Heretick, 

Doth the Scriptare any where lay that the ſprinkling water” 

on the face of an Infant.is the initiating ſeal of the Covenant > 

- Bur youare priviiedged ro pur the tamp of Divine Autho- 
riry upon your own 1rrational dedettions, and fottiſh inven=- 
tions, and call them Scriprure. 

.T, Could the poor Infant that is barbarouſly kept from 
Bapriſm, and leſt likea Heathen , bur plead its 
right; no be.ieving Parent would ever be able to an- 
{wer the with-holding of that Ordinance and privi- 
ledge from it, ;. 

T.S, Could the Intant plead his own right,-no better then 
you do for him, his Plea would ſoon be anſwered: And 
could the poor Babe ſpeak as well with his tongae , as his 
rears, he would impeach him for a barbarous Prieft , who 
durſt cruelly throyy cold water on his. face in the froſty wea- 
cher (ſomrime to the hazard of> his life ) and” call it his pri- 
viledge, Andas for your calling this fottiſh Invention an 
Ord:nance.cicher produce that Scripture which callech it ſo, 
or elſe be nor angry, if Iſay, Thar it's a ſhame for one that 
calleth hiniſelfa Miniſter of the Goſpel, to be found with a 
he in mourh, 

W.T. While therefore you would faſten this upon Mini- 
ters, that they praQiically deny the Scripture, either 
you mult bring better grounds,or elle fear the ninth 
Commandemenr, 

T.S. Tf to praftiſe that which the Scripture requireth 

| not, 
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not, be to deny the Scriptareythen I do Rill ſay, That you, and: 
others, that would he eſteemed Miniſters of jefus Chritt, do 
deny ir;for that you,do praGtiſe many things,which the Sfrip-- 
rure owneth -not.: againſt which your deceit and hypocri- 
fie, Ido, and ever ſhall, bear my teſtimony , and nor tear the 
ninth Commandement, They ought to fear that: Com- 
mandement, who make Pani and Feter, and other the Saints 
_ in Scripture, to ſpeak rhat which they never intendeds and 
wet, their words to Patronize thoje things they never pra- 
led, X | 
Thos have I made my Reply to that which concerneth 
your practice, in preaching ſor Tithes, and ſprinkling Infants, 
Which Reply you may ( it you think good ) ſheyy to your 
Diſcip!/es #1 the Country, to whom ( I am very credtbly in- 
formed ) you have falſly and very wickedly ſuggelied, That 
I deny the Scriptures : And.let them, or as many of thetn as 
are (ober-hearred, judge, whether you, or 1deny the Scrip- 
rice; and ler your ſhame and folly be laid open before them, 
_ Ini that youcry The Scriptmere, The Scripture, and yet are not 
ab'e to produce one Scripture to-prove, that ever the Mini- 
os of Jeſus Cdrilt preach'c for Tithes , or ſprinkled In« 
nts, | 
The next thing that I asked you tn my laſt, was,this; 
Whereis it written that the Scriptures are the ground of 
Faith > 
W.T. That the Scriptures are the ground of Faich, is ne- 
cefſarily deduced from the eniuing Scriptures, Johr 


3+ 33: 34» 

Tei the Lord hath not given you up wholly to di 
ingenuity, and blindneis, I appeal tothat of God in your 
Conſcience, whether this be an Anſwer to the Queſtion pro- 
pounded > and whether it be not manifeſt haxtering and fal- 
ſifying the Scripture, to offer your own deauttion tor Scrip- 
rure > What ſhifting and ſhuffang is here tolnpport the vain 
imaginations of your own heart > Either 1t15 wricren that 
the Sc:iprures are the grownd of Faich, or 1t15 nor : if it be 
written why had you not quoted the particular Scripture in 
which it is written > If it be not written z Why had you not 
given : plain Anſiver ro my Queſtion» and have confeſſed 
that itisno whereſo-written > However, Cking your Fro 
F< 4: | wer” 
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{wer as you have laid it, you thereby grant that which I ſaid 
(viz) That it is no where written thatthe Scriprures are the 
ground of Faith, Notwithſtanding which, you labour much' 


with your dead dedyttions, and dark reaionings, and All to 


-forse the Scripture to ſpeak that whichir neyer fpake; in 


which paths of cloudy contuſion, and horrible abſurdities, I 
ſhall nor {pend time to follow you ; tor the folly and 'igno- 
rance of your lines will be ſufficiently diſcovered to any en- 
lightned eye, by the bare reading of them : T ſhall only point 
at ſome of your moſt monſtrous abxſes oftered to the Screp- 
e#re, and horrible blaſphemres againſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , 
by your ſerting up the letter of Scripture, above him and the 
reftimony of his Spirit. 

. - How wretchedly do you abuſe thar place, 1 John 5.10, in 
ſayingthat the recordand witneſs there ſpoken of,is the Scrip- 
rure? when as the very Scripture ir {elf giveth you the lie , 
ſaying, that the witneſs and record there ſpoken of is within 
the Saints; which record the very next verie there expreſſerh 
to be eternal l.fe, which God hath given to hu Saints : Andis 
Paper and Ink with: the Saints, or are they eternallife> To 
this you add, 

W.T, I mult firſt believe,and ground my Faith on that writ- 
ten word, and I mutt firſt believe and re(t upon that 
written word;zand I muſt beheve thar Jeſus Chriſt is 
the Son of God,becaule the written wordrtels me fo, 

T. S. 1f your Conicience be nor ſeared with a hot [ron,can 
you readover theſe lines again, and not fee the blaſphemy 
that is in them,ſtare in your tace > Was there nor Faith, and 
was nor Jetus Chrilt betore che written word 2 and yer muſt 
that be firſt believed on,and be the ground of Faith? Is Reſt only 
to be found inChriſt Feſus the erernall Son of God, and yer 
the written word mult be refled on firſf> Did not eAbet, 
Enoch, Abraham, and other holy men of God, belieye that 
Jeſus Chriſt was the Son of God, long betore the written 
word was, and could they then believe it, becauſe that rold 
them ſo> What ſtarved {onls have rhoſe ſheep whoſe ſnep- 
heard hanceth to them no better food then this ? Doth nor - 
the witneſs of God. in your Conſcience condemn you for 
horrible iniquity , for receiving ſo much money yearly of 
your Pariſhioners , andgive them in exchange nought but 
ſuch unſayoury husks as theſe > From 
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From this you. proceed to pur another Scripture /ypoarke, 
Rack, to maker contels that. whichis neiches expreiednor; 
waserer intendedin it,, Ephrſ, 2.20... Te are built upon. the 
foundation of the Apoſtles, and Prophess » Jeſms Chriſt himſelf 
being the chief C oner-ſtone, 540 c Fi FSH 
WT. There it is iaid 1 terminss , that the Scripture is a 
foundation. or 2117-349 
T.S, Was theFear of che; Lord before you eyes ,"when 
you pen'd this Aﬀertion , ſo manitelty contradittory ro the 
rruth 2 Is the. Scripture ſo much as mentioned in, chat whole 
Chapter, and is it in ſo many termes called there a foundar 
tion? Is not the fowndation there ſpoken of , that lame Jeſs 
which was;both preach'r, and believed,on, bythe Prophets. 
and Apoitles , and had you the impudence to iay that rts the 
Scripture? Cou:d you ſo confidently give Paw! the lie, who 
ſairh expreſly, that other foundation than. Jeſus Chrift none cax 
tay, and yer you would make Paw! himieit co lay another > 
Doth nor H4arlorat j(one of yourCommentatorg,with whom Þ Iateligis 
you trade for marter to (ellto the people) as manitelily. con- 4 7 
clude you to be a lyar.z whoſaith » termings, That the' A- —_— 
poſtle doth in that Scripture intend Jeſus Chriſt, to whons the umiultre 
Prophets and Apoſiles.did bear witneſs > Nay-which 15 more Apoſtoli &+ 
(lee the heighth of. your deceit) do not you:yous {elit ſay-bug Prophete. 
a ſew lines after, that the foundation on which the Prophets Mo'loras 
and Apoſtles built, and we build, 'is Chriſt? Yourell me in ** (8c. 
your Jait papers of my Oxt-cr/es : Butler: me ſay ro you , 
That I ſhall never ceaſe.to cry aloud agyuR; tuch; horrible 
falſhood and deceit as this, Can you (wichour 2- bluſhing 
conſcience) accule others tor. denying the Scriptures and "yer 
ap your ſelfinche. mean while thus rrampleic under foor; 
y averring that it ſaith that in germs,which ic doth-not once 
menrion ? < | Hd cl 122 91:2) 
You proceed Jabouring in the dark, ſeeking by; a-coyned 
adiftintion (which rhe, Scriptuce knoweth nort;). to prove 
your own conceptions, | ind bi_b 
+  Youlay, | | | 
I.T. Ther's a double foundation. 1, Perſonall, or re- 
all, that 1s Chriſt, 2, Do&cinall, or declarative, thar is 
rhe Scripture. ! 
T,S, lithe Scripture be no real foundagion, is it rhen ino4- 
; ag. | 5 TRE 
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nary> for that which-1s nor reall is imaginary. Ts not the 
Scriprure |beho1ding ro youtor calling ita fowndazion « and 
yer oppoſing it - to that Which is a real foundation > Is the 
Scripture acquainted with this diltin&ion. 7 when you ſheiv 

ic me there, I ſhall ſpeak more to ir, 
 W.T., Now wy agaitt whether T have made the Scrip- 

- tures aſſert thar which they no where do. 

T.S, Iani not now ro make enquiry touching that : a 
little enquiry will ſerve the turn, rofind you a notorious 
falftfzer of rhe Scripture, in ſaying, Iris written ſo and ſo, 
when as no ſuch thing 1s -writrer, And T do ll ſay, thar 
were yon nor paſt bluſhing; you would cover your face 
rhrough ſhame, when you reflect onryour wreſting of the 
Scripture , enceavouring ro produce 1t-as a teſtimony ro 
your falſe aſſertions. 56k 

Yon go onto diſtinguiſh between Gods refimony, and 

T.S, Have yon at once loſt your honeſty, as well as your 
uiderſianding,that yon ſhould creare an oppoſirion berwixt 


Gods Teſtimony, and Gods truth > Ts not his teſtimony, truth > 


Thus yo jntnble things togerher, ro fill up your papers, jult 
. as younultiply. words to fill. up your hour in the Pulpit, 


--,- : whether you ſpeak things" true ' or - falſe, ir matters 


f. , | | 
W.T. Ifthe Scriptures be corrupted, they muſt be pur- 
_ 'ged, cleared, andthe rrne words. and ſenſe held forth, 
and maintained, which is the'Churches Office, 1 Tim, 
i $(ng, | T 
T.S, Would not any manbe aſhamed, bur he tharis paſt 
ſhame , ro' offer this Scripture to prove, that the Scripture 
wnſt br pryged and tleared by the Church, when it's corrupted > 
Is the Scripruce, or the corruption, purging, or clearing of 
ic, mentioned, or ſo much asihtended in that Scriprure ? 
This is Juſt fach'a witd proof as you ofeto bring for the 
dead Dodtrines you raiſe from Scriprtnre in your Pulpir. 
W.T. Burt the gromnd of faith you {ay may be corrupted ;, nay 
-YOU ay further, me may be loſt. | 
T.S,; Let all thatfear the Lord, judge, wherher you ſpeak 


} 


like a man acquainted with the faith of Gods Ele&: Is the 


faith of Gods Ele& bottomed upon a corr=ptible foundati- 
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{21} | | 
on? andmaytheic fair beloft > i Scone fach 5 that 
He that belicveth ſhallwever be confounded ; if rhe gronnd 
of taich be gorrupeible, ſhame and confuſion will cercainly co- 
ver the taces-of thoſe chat believe. © ' ++ + 
When'l ret|yow that the Scripture conld not be the ground 
of Abebs, Enoch's, and Noah's faich , becatſethey were be- 
fore the Scripraſbuſhg@Ve 1b (208 IV Avi MPAMeS wee R 
You anſwer, : (OILS 
W.T, Though they had not tho Scriptures which nov 
we have,yer the word ot God was made known to them 
then: that word of God is. the gronnd, and was the 
oroundof their Faith, OY TS | 
T.S, Ihope you own no other Scriprutes then thoſe we 
now have, andat they had nor thoſe, then they could not be 
the ground of their. faith, And thus are you conſtrained to 
aniwer., and confute your ſelf ont of * your own monrh ;_ for 
whereas you have ſpent much time, and produced many 
blinde Arguments, to prove that the Scriptures are the 
ground of faith: now you confeſs, rhat they were nor the 
eround of Abe['s, Enoch's, and Noah's faith ; and. if they 
were not thegronndof Their faith; then neither were they 
the ground.ot any.of the Satnts' fatclifince them; for that 
they andall the Sain:s fince, have the ſame foundatin._, and 
are builron the ſame Rock , yhich'can never beyremoved, nor 
corrupted, as youdo moſt abſurdly affert. = 
And whereas you ſay, theword of God was made known to 
them then, and was the ground of their faith: what need you 
have faid this > for, whoever denyed ir > was this the thing 
in controverfieberwixt you and me? or did ever any of 
thoſe called Quakers ſay, that the word of God was not the 
ground of Abrahams faith, and ſtill is of the faith of all Saints > 
Did you:not ini your firlt Letrerrome accu'e them for de- 
nying:the Scriptures; becauſe youſaid, they denyed the Scrip- 
tures to-hethe proundof faith , and now do youtonfets, that 
beſore the Scriptures were, there was-a ground of fairh > Let 
all that are wile-hearred judge, what horrible confufion you 
labour in; for if there were fornething rhar was. nor the 
Scripture (becauſe it was before it) which.was the ground of 
Abel's faith, and Abrahams faith, and Fill is the ground of 
faith, then what more manifeſt then this, that you do moſt 
Ipnorantly accuſe thoſe called Qwzakers for denying the 
E 2 Scripture, 
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cripture; becauſe. zheyrafſart'chatiwhich you your ſelfe do 
SETIDF Res agnl ra, 17 pocs er nt ſeffe 


'Y Ih proceebonrna tell meof'my Oxt-ecryes, And why 
Our-cryes? becauleI cell = che plain truth without flar- 
rery ?. Irruſt I, ſhall never be aſhamedto-c m_ londer a- 
gainft all /dol-Shepheras, that eat the fat, and drinkthe ſweet, 
&:d'cloath with the wooll, bur feed nor the flock, 

When you ſay, :hat the word of God was ever the ground of 
faith, even before jt was writtes: 'I ask, did you by the word of 
God inrend the Scripture or not > If you did, then that 
which. 1 (aid to. you thence,doth jultly fall upon you ; If nor, 
then to what end did you ſpend half a ſheer of paper, to 

prove the Scriprure to be the ground of faith, calling it all a- 
1ong the word of God ? And yert-now toſave yourſelf our of 
rhe mire of contuſion,aud contradiction, you create an op- 
poſition berwixt the Scriptare, and the word of God. 


_ .... Thus you ware as you preach, ſay and uniay, inthe ſame 


baur's diicourſe,aflerga thingand contradict ir, 

T.S. In what Scripture is it written, that Chriſt direQerh 
us to look for life in the Scripture > | 

7. T. In the. preſent.' Scripture, John. 5. 39. Search the 
121% - iptures, for in them you think. you: have Eternal 

EE OR, er =F | - 
_ T.S.. You will call ut rayling : it Ifay again, that it's a | 
ſhame for one that pretendeth'himſelf to be a Minifter of 
Jeſus Chriſt, co. be tound, with ſo notorious a /ye-in his 
mourh. But; efteem it as you will ,-'Imult. nor forbear tel- 
Jing you-plainly of ſo great a wickedneſs. To what a height 
of wickedneſs are youarrived, who durſt belie the Son of 
God, whois truth it ſelf, in ſaying, He faithy chat which ne- 


*Fer,6.15 Yer proceeded out of his lips > Haye notthe dayes of * Je- 


remiah overtaken us, 1n which he complaineth, that from che 
Prophet tothe Prieſt, every one dealeth falſly: and when they 
bad, committed abomination, they were not at all aſhamed, 
neither cenld they bluſh > iba 

Becauſe Chrilt ſaith to the Jews, rhat they thought they 
bad eternal life in the Scriptures, did he theretore d'rett vs to 
look for lifein them ani 3 
... Chrift'tellerh his Diſciples, thar the time ſhould come , 
that whoſrever killed them ſhould think, he did Ged ſervice ; 
Es and 
£, 


[. 23] 
.and will you thence gather rhis DoCtirine (which .is as true 
as the former) thar Chriſt in that Scriprure directeth men 
ro kill his Diſciples, that ſo they might do God- ſervice? if 
you have not a Conſcience paſt teeiing, hoy can you confi- 
der of this injurious dealing with Chrr4, and the Scriptures , 
and not bluſh and bewail your tolly> | 

From your abwe of Chriſt, and the fore mentioned Scrip= 
ture, you proceed to your realonings, and arguings, {uch as 
they are ; .bur ſince they areall grounded on that which 1s 
falſly premiſed, viz. that Chriſt direerh us to look, for life in 
the Scripteres, I ſhall nor ſpend time to examine their 
ſtrength, for that they fall of themtelves;, having no berrer 
toundationthen a grols untrurh of your own invention. 
. _T.S, Isnoteternall life to be had in Chritt alone, and 1s 
rhe Scripture Chrill > | | | | 

WT. Eternall life is to be had in Chritt alone and there- 

tore in Scripture, | 

T.S. If you did noteſteem your ſelf licenced ro blaſ- 
pheme the name ot Jeius Chritt, could you rhus impucent- 
ly derogate from his glory, in ſaying, thar erernal lite which 
1s aloreto be had in Chritt, may yet be had in that which 1s 
not Chritt > Can that which is aloze to be had in him be yer 
had in azether > whence hadyou this rare peece- of Logrck,, 
chat that which is alone ro be had in one thing, may yer be 
had in azother , nay therfore in the ſecond, becaule it 18 alone 
ro be- hadin the firſt > Is not this a good reaſoning to ſay, 
Thar {alv:tion is alone to be had freely by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
therefore by the works of the Law; we mult pray alone ro 
the Lord that made ns, and therefore to graver Images, 
Mind {eriouſlyif rhe Lord harh nor given you up ta 4. ſpirit 
of ſlu-yber , that you ihould write '{uch_barbarous conrra- 
dictions, in Read ef Doctrine , whiles you fight againit rhe 
truth, 

The Reafon you give for your bold Aﬀertion is this; 

W.T. Becaule the Scripture ſetteth forth Chriſt alone.as 

_ _theperion in whom life is cobe had. | 

T.S. Thar-the Scriptures do teſtifi- of Chri#t, is true; and 
that there is.n0 other Jeſus, but thar o»cly begotten of the Fa- 
ther, of whom they retufe is as true. Bur 15 life therefore 
co be had in them > ls' a declaration rouching any thing ,. 
E 3 the - 
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the thing it ſelf? Old Jacobs Sans made a Declaration to 
cheir Father, of the great plenty of Corn in Egypt, to keep 
them alive ; and will you theretore ſay, that food and fuſte- 
nance wete to be had in their dec/aration? Many Philoſophers 
have given a delcription in their writings of the nature of 
bread, and doth it thence follow , that bread 1s to be had m 
their writings > Pliry, and others fince him, have declared 
rhe nature hes {weerne's which is in hoxey, and was ever 
any man {o ienorant. to conclude that therefore honey with 
its {weetnels is to be had in the declarations of Plzzy > For 
ſhame do nor aſſume to your ſelfrhe name of 'a Divine, nor 
undertake to reach athersthe way to life , whileſt you are 
not able to pur a difference berwixr a declararion touching 
a thing, andthe thing it felf , and ſopur the Scripture for 
Chrilt,and the letter for the life. | 

W.T. In the next place you ſpeak of men, that canotor will 
zot put 4 —_ between word and Wardjbetrween the Eſſentiall 
word and the Enuntiative word and ſo accommoaate themſelves 

= the ſhaking off of Scripture, as if nothing were the word but 
Chriſt. 

_T.S, Muſt hepreently be ſencenced for a ſhaker off of the 
Scripture, who cannct acore every School diftin&tion as an 
Oracle from Heaven ? Where do the Scriptures make menri- 
on ofthe Eſſentiall Word, and the Enuntiative word? and it 
the Sciiprure knoweth not any ſuch termes , pray. tell us 
whenyou received your Commillion from Heaven, to coyn 
ditin&tions, and tather them on the Scripeure, and then ac- 
cuſe men torſhak;ng off the Scripture, becauſe they ſhake off 
the va'n Imaginations of your own brain > 
i. W.T, Iwonld ask you this one queltion, whereupon muſt 

I beizeve, that Chriſt is therrue light, thar lightens 
every man that cometh into tkeworld, &c, 

T. © Iaskyou again, whether that all the holy men of 
God, from Abel to John, who fpake tho'e words, did be- 
Jiere that Chriſt 195 the tree light > Tf they did, then I de- 
mand on what ground did they believe-it > and on what 
erornd cid John himſelf who fpake the words, believe the 
truth of them > 

W.T. Sufter the Scripture then to be the ground 
of faith, 
T.S. 
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T.S. Ifayto you, and the reft of thoſe rhat ca'l them- 
ſelves Teachers in the Nation, Do you ſuffer the Scripture to 
abide pare, as.it as ſpoken, and do nor darken it by your 
corrupt gloPes, nor raiſe imaginations of your own upon 
ic, which you call Comments ; and ſo make the Scripture to 
iwell into io many volumes , that a great part of a mans life 
time mul be ſpent in peruſing them :*Sufter the Scripture to 
be that which it dec'areth iclelfro be, and ipeak not that 
of it falſly, which it never ſpake of it (elf, 

WT. You proceed hence in your Papers to deſcant on my. 
rettimony that I gave touching the Scriptures & becauſe you 
can therein finde no matter of quarrel (raking my words in 
that plainnels chey were ſpoken) therefore you fiyro ma- 
king of meanings on them, and lay, if / mean ſo, by this and 
that expreſſion ; then there 13 t7#th 1n it ; but it {o, then there 
is danger in ity | 

T.S. Ate you troubled, becauſe my words were ſo plain > 
and ſo ſpend time to ſeek a kyor in a Bull-ruſh > what would 
you have, would you make me i{peake what I intended nor > 
Leriit ſuffice, that I rell} you thar I ſpake as I meanr, and did 
mean as I ſpale: Therefore you may torbear ro impoſe 
your droufe Interpretations, on what Ideclared in words , 
iuſficiently intelligible by any man, whoſe minde is nor 
darkned with ignorance, or paſſion, What Lordly ſpirit is 
that which lodgerh within your breaſt, that your Probatrum 
eþ muſtſerve for aſtamp, under which myreſtimony muſt 
paſſe for truth, and without which it mult be of neceſſity 
erroneous?- Much more fiir, you make about meanings and 
ſenſes-in your diſcourſe; bur I ſhall nor crace youin all your 
wilde divinations, bur leave them tobe burur up as ſtubble, 
with the fire of rruch. NES 

W,T. Bur ſuch words as theſe willſervea urn, being 

very taking with poor miſtaken and {educed ſouls, 

T.S. You told me but even nojy of deceit and danger,thar 
were in my words ; bur yet ſeemerh there 1s no grear danger 
in them, if theyare like to take with none bug, thoſe who 
are already ſeduced ; for there 1s little davger of hurting 
them that are already under deceit and ſedation, 

When as in my lait I declared my diſowning of any mans 


teftimony that was found contradiftory to Scripture; You 4 
W.1. 


| 0] | 
© -#9,T. For onghtT knoiy then; you mnt leave the moſt » 
-orall, ot your new Religion, which is upheidbvyz 
. pretended iimward light , that will never abide' the 
rryall, &c, Lg rg eget | 
T. S. For oughr 1 know, unleſs you prove me to have 
taken up ſome wew Religion, you may expet your portion 
among thoſe that are ſhuc our of rhe new Jeruſalem, for ly- 
ars and falſe prophets, IT own no Religion , bur that which 
reacheth a man to fear the Lord, and work. righteouſyeſs , to 
wiſit the fatherleſs and widows in their af flittion, and: to keep 
_ himſelf unſpotted of the world, Chriſt is the light of 
-the world, which 1 own: as the fornndation of my 
Religion, whois within me, unleſs I am a Reprobate ; 
and dare you befo impudent, as to call him a pretenazd 
Light > You would be very angry it Tſhould difown you toc 
a Miniſter of Jeſus Chrilt ; bur did he ever make {uch Mt- 
niſters , or didever any of the Apoltles that were ſent forth 
by him, in ſcorn call him a refed light > It falſe Prophets 
may be known by their fruits, then lerall thac know the 
Lord, and walk in his fear, judge what you are, who do 
bring forth !uch ſowre Grapes asthele, 
An4 whereas you lay, My new Religion will never abide the 
Ti 58 , 4s may appear in part hy what hath been already 
aid, 2 | 
j Tanſwer , If wreſting and belying the Scriprure, -if con- 
rracictions and contuſion, be thar, by which you prove my 
Religion ; 1 muit confeſs, my Religion will not abide that 
rryallz bur reacherh-me to bear my reftimony againſt all ſuch 
Romiſh, ti\rh, and Babyloniſh rubble : But that you may know, 
chat my Religion will bear the rryall of a greater rhen you, I 
do hereby declare my {elf tree, and willing, on reaſonable 
notice g1ven Me, tO appear in the midlt of your Congregation 
or in the preſence of the who'e Country where you live, to 
have both my Principles and prattices tryed by the. Scrip- 
tares of trath , winchif you ſha!l refuſe: ro do, then take 
ſhame to your ſelt for a falſe accuſer, | 
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W..T. In this tefimeny you: have: given concetning 
Scripture you know your own meaning and the. fin- 
cerity of yqur heart. in the declaration of it; I am a- 
fraid ic willtomero little elſe(itall were known) than 
the ovning of that Spirit that breathed ic forth, and 


that's' to own the Author, not the Scripture ; | Or the 
living the lite of Chritt, and that's to  exprefle the 
effe& and work of Scripture know!edge, rather then 
to own the Doctriige, | 0s Þ 
_ T.S, Youtoldme ere while afrer.yon had made a com- 
ment on my plain expretſions, that /Ff / meare ſo 4nd ſo they 
my words did require my ſecond thoughts: Sure Iam, here are 
expretlions that require your ſecond thoughts; and if you are 
nor paſt bluſhing, you will find in them matter of great 
thame to yourſett :- Dare you ſay,. that you are afraid that 
my teſtimony touching Scriptare will amount tolittle elſe thex 
owning the Sprit that breathed it forth, or living the life of 
Chriſt > Canany man be ſaid to own the Spirit that breathed 
forth the Scripture,and living the life of Chriſt, ard yer diſown 
che Scriptute which is the te(iumony at thar ſpitic, and thar 
Chritl ? Doth not he.chardifownerh the Scripture, ciſown 
the Spiric that breathed ir forth, and diſown the /;ving the 
life of ChriſhAnd yer whilelt you confeſſe that my teſtimony 
amounterh to the owning of that ſpirit, andthe living th2 
life of Chri(k,is it macrer ot / fear to-you. that T ſhonld yer. diſ- 
own the Scriptures >* Do not call .it inſulting 1t Iask yon, 
whether ever ſuch a parcell of Janguagedroprt from any ſo- 
ber mans'pen? and withall tell you.,-:that if you and others 
that.cake the Scriprures-of Truth ro make a traae on, and pl 
a [rvely- hood by, didttuly own the; Spir.t that breathed them 
forth, and the living the life of Chriſt , you would nor preach 
and write Fs at this day you d9, For cloſe of this, I ſhall re- 
peat what I'faid in my former (/z..) Thar Llownthe Scrip- 
ture again(t all, wt.o!e ſayings and practices are fonnd con; 
rrary to it ; ſucharethoſe, who fay,in-word, it 15 rhet? rule, 
bur deny ic in their works ; rhat preachir in.the.lerter , and 


have a forms of godlineſs; but deny the power thereof ; that talk ot . 


Chrilt with their ro»gues,bur abrde not in the dottrine of Chriſt ; 
that own him in ovtward profeſſion, but perſecure him 


whete he appeareth in life and power. Againit ſuch, we 
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211 others that live nec the life of thoſe Saints, and holymen. 
of God;tharſpake them f$5rth, do own the Scriptures, 
T.S. For the Supper of the Lord, the Scripture maketh ex- 
preſs mention of ic - bur for the word | Sacrament] the Scrip- 
rute knoweth ie not. - x | | 
 #.T. TheScripture knoweth ſuch words as come very 
near ir;as the word{Hgn]:calling the Qld Teſtament- 
SacramentAW a figne, or token of rhe Coyenant , 
Gen.,17.11,- The word|[ſeal] : Zopayis. Romq.11., 
x Pet,3.21, Avriruza, Heb,8,5 uaedwyue, 
T.s$. I ſpake notof words that come wear it, but of the 
wordir {elt ; And becauſe it is nor there to be tound, there- 
fore you ſpend time toprove thence ſome words that come - 
near it, May you not as well prove a flſe Prophet. ( which 
is a ravering” wolfe ) to be a true Prophes., becaule he is in 
ſheeps cloathing, which comerh near the true > But if you ne- 
ver come nearer the-Truth, than the werds you have men- 
tioned, doro the word | Sacrament} , you will dye very great 
ftrangers each to other. Whar Scriprure is there that calleth 
circumcifionthe vid Teſtament-Sacrament 2 if you did not 
icd-edefleemyour ſelf priviledged to: write any thingwith- 
out controll,you would nor fo confidently offer the invent 
ons of men for Doctrine, and avouch che Scripture as your 
Author, Whart if Circamciflon be called by Afofes a fign, and 
by Paul a ſeal, doth it therefore follow, that the Lords Sup- 
peris by them called a Sacrawent ? Or what,though Baptiſm 
de calledan 4nsitype and the Priefts offering gitrs according 
to the Law. be called an example of heavenly things > will you 
thence conclude the vorher called a Sacrament > Saoramen- 
rm ( Anglice, a Sacrament) you do(or mioht) know princi- 
pally Genifieth thar Oath by which ſouldters of old bound 
themſelves tro be faithfull ro. their Captains; and is there , 
ſuch affiniry berwixrthis-word,and the word fgne ſeal, Anti- 
eype, and Example ?- wo 
 #,T. What you ſpeak therefore of adding to, and ſubſtra- 
| Qing from the Scripture, ſavours more of calumny, 
then of chariry, and hath in it more of cenſure, then 
of conyincement. 
T.S:"tIsir nora manifeſt adding tothe'Scripture., to at- 


rempt the farhering of the word [Sacrament | upon it when 
36 
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ic knoweth not ſuch term > dono you your ſelf conſels, that 
it is nor co be found, and cherefore: do; labour to; bring 
torth words that, are zeere i > Isir:calnomyy and cexfur.ng » 
ro charge you with rhe :r»th > I have nor ſo: much chatity as 
ro cali Falftwearmebyer darkweſs light : and1ttelling. you the 
truth be an offence to-you , expect that I do more offend 
you. Youare very angry for my ſpeaking concerning thote 
gnides that go with the proud envious,covetous;to vat bread and 
drink, wine's And you tell me that be had need be of more #n- 
derſtanding and judgment, than my [cf, that ſhall undertakg to 
determine what is to be done abogt Sacrament-admiſſion, ' 


T.S. Sofar am I from boaſting of my own ##der/tanding 
and judgment , that I ſhall efleem ic rich grace to be conrenc 
to be yer much more 4 foo/ then Iam: And yer you will do 
well ro call co mind, and confider, what So/ommens' judament 
is of 4 an that is wiſe im his own ezes, Andas underſtanding 
as you and others are (whom you call godly guides) about Sa- 
crament admiſſion, as youcallit (aterm char Chriit and his 
Apoltles neyer knew ) yerthis I know, and amwell aflured 
of, that it's no hard thing, to find many Congregations, 'in 
which Paſtour and People come together to eat bread, and 
drink wine, with their hands full of wickedneſs; 4 prowd, hea- 
dy high-minded Paſtour,and like people; covetons Paſtor, and 
coverous people; envious Paſtor, and envious People; and is 
this to eat the fleſh, and drink the blood of Chriſt? of 15 this ro 
diſcern the Lords body > | 

Afﬀerthis, having ſpoken\ ſomething touching. *#e Lords 
Supper,you tell me, | 

W.T, Your modeſty is good, in regard of the myflery, bur 

the full anſwetins of your Queries, requires more 
leiſute then I have, ' and more willingheſs to be in- 
formed then you have, | | 

T.S. Whara pittitul lame ſhift have 'youfound ro cover 
over your ignorance withall > had you nor better have in- 
oenyouſly confeſſed, you knew not whar to ſay rothe Que- 
ries, then offer that tor an Apology for yourfilence, which 
will never gain credit from any that do examine the rruch 
of things,betore they receive them > will any fober-minded 
man believe that you that m_ leiſure ro writeme three _ 
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fheers of paper, had not then, or have not had ſince, ſo: much 
{pare rime,as'to anſwer fx (bort Quer.es2 And as for your a:- 
{gning my #ww.lingneſsto be informed, as another cauſe of 
your nor anlwering thern:this is as manitelt a prerence as the 
jormer,; for if my #anwillingueſs to be inform:d were a (uffici- 
ent bar againſt your anſwering of my Queries, why did you 
anſwer ſeveral {\orher of myQueries propoſed to-you beſore 
and afrertheſe > ſince I have manifetied as much #nw.lling- 
neſs to be informedin thoſe, as 10 cheſe, and that's jultnone at 
all, | 


- Youglance at one of my Queries, and fay. 


W.T. All Saints witneſs Chriſt to come, though nor 
come, 


T.S. Didnor Paul, and other Saints witneſs Jeſus Chrift 
come,\when as He lived in them, and was in them, their hope of 
glory, their Frength, their life, and their peace. 

From hence you proceed to ſpeak ro what I ſaid in my 
laſtcouching Adiniſters, My declaration, touching whom be- 
gimneththus : 

T.S. The Minifters of Jeſus Chriſt, who have received their 
Miniſtry from him, as the holy men of God, of old, did; 1 
own, &c, | | 


W.T. It were. ſome comfort if you. wou!d-rell us who 
they be that you judge to be made Minitlers accor- 
- dingro the Will of Godin Scriprure, and that are 

{Oo pretious to you, 

T.S. BywharT have faid before touching 1do#-ſhepheards, 
you might; well underſtand whom 1 judge to be the true 
ſhepheards :_ Bur ſince it. will be matter of comfort to you, 10 
know more of my mindin this particular, I ſhall be plain in 
making a difcovery thereof unto- you : I judge thoſe Mini- 
fiers of Chriſt, who run not before they are ſent of him, and do 
eb1d: 1m the-doftrine of Chriſt;zwho have received thar gift (not 
by expence of money in an Univerbty, bur) freely irom the 
Lord, by which they are made able Miniſters of the New Te- 
ſtament, not of the Letter, bat of the Spirit , who preach him'in 
words,and own him by their works, Bur I do not. judee pnne 
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Minifers of Jeſus Chriſt who ab;de net. in his Doftrine , who 
iniicad of being found careful] ſhepheards to guard the ſheep, 
are themſelves found Wolves, periecuring and deyouring the 
ſheep, who make gain their godljneſs,who covet other mens ſil- 
ver and gold, carching thote by the throars ,, who pur-not into 
their mouths ; who maintain themſelyes and families in 
pride, by the {weat of other mens krows ; who ſvethoſe ar 
the Law, that refuſe to pay them tne Tenth of all their La- 
bours ; who take Chri{ts-words, and the Saints words, to 
£4in alivelyhood by, preaching to.others what they them- 
ieives practile not ; who tell the peopie that a heap of tones 
15 the Church, and call thoſe things the Ord 'vances, and that 
theverſhip of Jeſus Chritt, which never were of his in{litu- 
tion... Thele (I 1ay) I judee ( and that according to the Scrip- 
ture) tobe iuch as have not received their Miniftry from 
Jeſss Chriſt, bur are Minilters of Antichrift, builders of Baby- 
9, bur enemies to the glory of Ziv, and the new Jernfa- 
em, | ; 


T.S. Where is it w.itten, that one. was made a Miniſter. 
by an ordinary Call, and another by an extraordinary? 


W.T.. The thing is written, Gal,1.1, AF.,14.23. 


T.S, Is thete ſo much as mention made, 1n either of 
thoſe Scriptures , of a Call: Ordinary or extraordinary > and 
have you notwithiianding the confidence polively to afſerr 
that it.1s (o. written in thoie Scriptures > Muſt your dreams, 
and drowlie meanings. pals for Scripture? and then dare you 
falſly ſay that it z ſo written > You told me.ere while would 
be {ome compfort., it I would tell you who they were, that I 
jndged\/Aſfniſters of Jeſus Chriit : Truly , not ſuch as belie 
che Spirit of Truth, that pake.torth the Scriptures, by the 
mouths of the Saints, wre!:1ng them any way to ſerve their 
own ends, and to patronize juch practi'es,as have not Truth 
for their botrome.: Which thing, 1: you .did well weigh, 
would be to you no great ground of comfort. 

And whereas you bid me conſult my own reaſon, toucking 
the tearms of. ar dinary, and extraordary Call, 

I anſwer, My reaſos is not the Scripture, nor judge there- 
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of ; and withall letme tell you, that ro fly frem the Scripture 
(which you would be thought zealouſlyro afſerr) when' no 
Foundation can therein be tound, for notions of mens crea- 
ring ; and, inftead thereof, ro adviſe me to confult with my 
own reaſon, 1s plain ſhuffling. | 

Further, you ſay,that this diſtinfiion of ordinary and extyaore 
Anary Call, doth net make two doors, but two mays of entring in 
by the ſame door, | 

In aniwer to which, I ask you, Doth the Scripture know 
tws wajes of entrance into the jhcep-fold> Doth thar reſtifte ot 
any more then one way, and, that rhe ſame that is ebe way, 1s 
alſo the door, even Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous > Andalthough 
you paſſionately deny that diliin&tion to be of your own 
creating, bur ſay, that it hath ever been of uſe in the Churches 
of Ged, I anſiver, Thar foraſmuch as the ip1irir of Truth hath 
no where made mention thereof throughont the Scriptures, 
it is bur juſt, that you ſhonid be charged as the creator of 
7 

And if (to uſe your own language) you knew and cared what 
Jouſard, you would nor proceed in your wonred boldneſs to 
fay,that it hath ever been of aſe in the Charches of God,when as 
it was never uſed among any of the Churches menrioned in 
the Scriptures, Neither are the words fo much as ro be 
found through all rhe Writings of Chriſt, or the Apoſlles :; 
Bur it doth behove thoſe thar dare not pretend to that Call, 
which they had who were ſent by Chriſt of old, to tell the 
peopie, they have yet another as anthenrick as that ; thar fo, 
though they enter not in by the one true dooy, yet they may 
ſave rhem(etves from the ſentence of Threves and Robbers, by 
ereciing a backdoor, which the' Scriptures never knew , and 
on Ryleic with the name of anaiber way , through the ſame 

00r, 

Hence yon proceed on,labouring by many words to prove 
your Call, bur ail co litrle purpoſe ; for when you have faid 
all, rhe Tree will 41! be known by his fruirs, and they that 
arenot found doing Chrifts will, will never be able to prove 
themſelves Chrifts CAliniſters, | 


YT, For our Calling, which you, and others ſo much 
agi- 


[33] _ 
apiare; becanſe it Randerh, and will ever and in 
your way, and againſt your erroneous wayes, I ſhall 
Mve:his account, 


T.S. Iown bur one way, whichalſo is the truth ; againſt 
which your Callirg doth manifeſtly ftand, Bur erroneozs mays 
I do: utterly deny ; and do- charve him to. bea Lyar, who 
dorh aſſert that of me,which he neicher doth , nor can prove 
co be true. 

Were my wayes erroneons, your Calling would not ſtand a- 
$4inſt them, ſince itis ſucha Calling as you received from 
eArntichrift, who is the Patron of errours. Neither ſhal] ir 
ever ſtand in-my way any otherwiſe, thenas a Remſh ragge , 
which I ſhall ever have. courage to tread on, asa thing de- 
ſerving no berrer entertainment with me, .then ths ſalt thas 
pe | 


hath oſt its ſavonr, 


W.T. Our pitts, abilities, and firneſs for the Miniſtry 
___ (whichare Gods inward Call) were firſt tryed, and 
teſtimonials of our carriage were g1ven. 


T. S. Doth the Scriptures any where ſay, that gifts, 46il;- 
ties, and funeſs for the Miniſtry are Gods inward Call> or that 
any of the Saints ſought Tellimoniais of thoſe among whom 
they lived, in order co heir being made Miniſters > Or did 
Paul, or Peter, keep any Chaplaines to try men, in order to 
theic being orcNined Miniiters; upon whoſe approbation 
they proceeded to /ay hands on them > Bur who are thoſe 
that tryed yon? were they not ſuch as are like unto your 
ſeif? Conld rhey try your gitts, who had not the gift them- 
ſelves > Could thole that were enemies to the Crofle of 
Chriſt, try, who were fit to be made Miniſters of Chriſt > 
Could coverous. proud,envious men, and ſuch that were gi- 
ven to filthy lucre, try ſuch asare qualified like unto them- 
ſelves > orcould ſuch Tryers do lefſe then fgnitie to the Bz- 
ſhep, and Presbyters, their a ion bf thoſe men thar 1i- 
ved in the {ame nature, inWhich they themſelves lived, 


w.T, And that there might be an ouryard Call, we were 
| or- 


| [341 
 orrdained by Biſhops that were Presbyrers, and 0» 
ther Presbyrers that were not Biſhops, who were ts 
be, andiyere, joyned with them, in-our :@cdinati- 
OD, | 

T. S. You have well derived your ſucceſſion, and very 
learnedly acknowledeed yonr (elf and brethren ( for you 
ſpeak-in the plural number ) to be Romes Emidſſaries, brats of 

Babylon , brought forth by an abominable conjun&ion of 

Antichriftian Biſhops and Presbyters of their own creating. Is 

this your Call > and durſt you own. it as a Call from-Chrilt > 


Didever Jeſus Chriſt ſend tho!e that were profeſſed Ene- 


mies to his Truth and People, whto were fo far from having 
the power of godlinels, that they hated the very form thereof; 
who perſecuted Chrift and his Saints irom City co City ; 
who (like rayvenous Wolves) thirfted after. the blood: of che 
ſheep. Did Chriſt {I iay) ever ſend {uch co ordain Miniſters 
co preach his Goſpel > It rhe Scripture be your ru'e, ſhew 
where any of Chriſts Minilters were thus ordained. 


W.T.. And being {o ordiined, we haveexerciſed and exe- 
cnted thar Calling, nor withour ſuch a bleſſing from 
heaven upon our laborr: in this Nation, as was ne- 
ver given to any falſe and unwarranted Minilry. 

T.S. Ititbe a bleſſing from heavey to cer mony, and 

grow in riches, and worldly honour; to advance your eſtates 
by augmentations , and grinding the faces of the poor for 
Tithes; to live at eaſe, eating the far, and drinking the 
{weer ; having yeur bags and barns filled by the ſwear of 
other mens bro\vs : Then I muſt needs con{els, that you, and 
many others of your Brerheren, have had as large a ſhar- 
n the bleſſing of heaven, as anyorder of men I know in the 
Nation, Bur as for that bleſſing from heaven which atren- 
ded the Jabants of the Apoltles, confifting in turning mer 
from darkneſs to U'ght , from Satan unto Ged , how few. are 
there among yo!'! that can boati of this bleſſing > for who 
1s turned by your Minutry from the evill of his wayes > do 
not tho!e ns thar reigved among your heacers many years 
pa, remain among them. ({1]! > are nor chey that were 


proud, 


RY IO OO FORT ng monary CODE, 


CABAL tt 


: 


HGArS bt rr e d As VEDIC EAA LE  (C10k \ on M508 3 


[ 35] 2D, 
prond, covereous, envious, backbiters, doible dealers,” many 
years agoe, ſtill the ſame > Read thoſe words of Feremiih, 
Chap. 23. 315 32, Behold I am again#t the Prophets, ſ1ith the 
Lord, that uſe their tongues, andſay, He ſaith; Behold [ 'am 
ag 4inFt them that propheſie falſe Dreams, and do tell them, and i 
cauſe my. people to erre, by their lies,and by th:ir lightneſs, yet [ | t 
ſent them not, nor commanded them therefore they jhall not profit | 
this people at all, ſa:thth; Lord, Andare the'people profited 
by. your Minutry > Nay are you nor bicter enemies to thoſe 
who have profited by the teachings of rhe Lord> Are not 
they inthe Nation, who are {rbrouvh grace} pluckt: out of 
rhe inare of the Devill, the chiet mark again which you f 
ſhooc> Andas any (ſeeing through your thin covering of i 
outward proteſſion) do come to bear teſtimony againli-your i} 
hypocri:e, and deceit : 1s not your tury and rage increated 
avainit them > Andare thele things a bleſſing from Heaven , 
and 4 pooof of your Mniſtry> + | | 
You charge me in the next place with cloſing with them , 
who wander abont the Nat on leaving the:r own places and call- 
ings, and employ themſelves in a way of witneſſing (much is 
whereof will-be found to be a bearing falſe witneſs) wherennto | 
they have no duc , nor true, call from God or man, Fs 
 T.S. Is it wazaring for any to goto and.fro to declare 
that which-they-have heard ana ſeen of the word of eternall life? 
If {o, what were Pax and Peter , and many other Saints of 
old, but wi»derers >. and thatinot on: yabourt one; bur many 
Nations; through which they paſfed, declaring what was re- 
vealed to themirom the Lord, With ſuch MHWanderers | de- 
fre alwayes to cloſe: Aud if this be the blackelt character' | 
of reproach. you have to'faſteri on-me . I ſhall yer ſtudy ro Bt 
become more nilein your eyes; and ſhall etfeein.that' my | 
e:0ry which you intend {or my reproach, OOO | 
Might nor the falſe Teachers ot 01d, on as juſt, ground re- 
vile the Saints for clo{itiz with Peter,” and others, wio leit 
their Callings, wandering to and fre., -as the Lord direSted 
then; and for cloſing with Pant, who {as the Scripture 
b:azerh Record) rravelled through many Nations, and as be 
went continued © witneſſing both ro ſmall and preat ' ſaying 10 
ether things then thoſe which the Prophets and Moſes didſay 
ſhould core? As toc ſuch as b:ar falſe witneſs, do but point 
G them 
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them out, and provetheirteflimony to be falſe ; andif Town 
them, then charge me with fin ; bur till then, I ſhall eteem 
your words bur the birth of a ſcornfull and unſavory ſpi- 
Lit, 
 Youare angry (burn vain) that the Lord hath raiſed up 
ſo many to witneſs 4vainkt the abominations of the Adell- 
Shepheards in the Nation , who havea long time caſed the 
people to erre, teaching for Doftrine the traditions of men ; ha- 
ying on Sheeps Cleathjng , but are-within Ravening Wolves . 
who are ſuch as their Predeceflors the Scribes and Phariſees 
were, Painted Sepulchers, all gloriow withous, but within full 
of roxrenneſs, With thoſe that witneſs againit ſuch, doI cloſe , 
26 and am ready, with thouſands more in the Natien, to 
p a7 my reflimony againſt them, even unto bonds, and unto 
eath, | | 
Bur why do you not come where theſe falſe-witneſs. bea- 
rersare, as you call them, and manitetthemco be ſuch, that 
ſa the People may beware of them > You, and your Bre- 
cheren of the Clergy, have a rare faculty of conquerino men 
in the Pxlpits, watch whom you never ſpake, and riding tri- 
umphant over thoſe, who never hadliberry or opportunity 
ro return you an Aniwer,. | | 
Youare very excellent at confuting men ar the greateſt 
diſtance, and damning things and perſons for errors and 
Hereticks , ip the abſence of the concerned : And fo you 
mete worſe meaſureto” many that are innocent, then Plate 
and the Jews did unto Chriſt , viz. by condemning 
them not onely, without. a, cauſe, but before they are. 
heard, | 
.T.S, Lask, did you receive that giſt by. the laying on of 
the hands of. the Presbytery, which 7 imathy did > or did 
you only imitate, &'ce | | 
W.T, If Timothy received extraordinary gifts. in that 
. way; tothat we donor pretend, as being proper. to 
thoſe rimes, &c, PET Wt, 

_ T.S. The gift:that I asked you-, whether you had: re- 
ceived, was that which: Timethy received by the laying on of 
hands, which he was exhorted #o ftir-wp, which the Scriverre 
doth no where call extraordixary, And it this be the g:fe you 
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pretend.not to, Ichink, in that you do welh -not to pretend 
to.that which you never received. a. 

Bur why do. youthen precend to Timorhies Miniltery , if 
you pretend not to his gift > And as for your difiintion be- 
rwixt that laying on ot hands that did senfer extraordinary 
$ifthy, and that which d:d promote ordinary; Idilownit , as 
urdfhich the Scripture knowerh not, bur is a diſtinction 
ot your own creating, Ir's uſuall with tho'e that call them- 
ſelves Miniſters in the Nation , when they praCtiie that 
which the Scripture allowerh not, to help chemſelves by 
{ome groundleſs diliinction or other ; and if they are de- 
manded, touching the qualifications of rhe Miniſters of Je- 
ſus Chriſt in Scripture , then to diſclaim any pretence to 
them, as ſuch as were proper to thoſe times ; And were not the 
bolineſs, patience, ſobriety, meekneſs, freedom from the love of 
filthy lacre and covetouſneſs, found in the Miniſters of Jeſus 
Chritt, mentioned in Scripture , alſo proper ts thoſe times 3 

It you layclaim tothem, ir iere well it you would ſheiv 
that they are indeed within you, by bringing forth more 
_ fruics ofrhem, in your converſations, then at ttits day 

ou . 
: You call the ceremony of laying on of hands , a fit ſign of 
Jour being appropriated wnto God, | 

T.S, Many amongſt you that recerved this ceremony z 
are found walking in the paths of rhe Devill, being ſwearers, 
arunkards, revilers, and openly prophane , and are you not 
aſhamed to ſay, that that ceremony is a ſign of their being ap- 
propriated unto God > Andas torche moitof rhe reſt of you, 
you are hardly come to ſo high a pitch of holineſs, as the 
Scribes and Phariſees (who drew the blood of ChtiRt) in 
witnefling ehe out-ſide of the Pot cleanſed, 

Is there amongthe moſt ignorant, any eye ſo blind, rb 
whom your ſpors ot pride, coverouſneſs, envy, oppreſſion, are 
not viſible 3 And are you yetiuch as are appropriated unto 
G ods They har are appropriated Anto God are tound doing 
the willof God, and working the works of God ; butſo are 
not moſt of yor, who ſet upyour own wills in oppoſition ro 
the will of God ,. and whoſe works are not. ſych as were 
wrought.by the holy men of God, mentioned in the Scrip- 


cure, 
| G 2 You 


mmm nt mn mig pes 


_ n 
= -_ wg bread G es —————— _ 
42 ary ira cromel ner een aww. rant Rag nd t AE Dar... 1 ——— 7 — 
- oz WECLAETDL 2; ” = Ga 


[38] 

You fay ſurther touching Impoſtion of hands , that you: 
own .8 43 4 ver) antient Ceremony, and ſigu of conſecration, and 
of the bleſſing of God ſetling on them ſo conſecrated, 

T.S, Dothe. Scriptures any where call that Impoſition 
of hands. (of which we weie ipeaking, nuſeden thoſe that 


were made Deacons) a fign of conſecration > and 0 


a fign of the bleſſing of Ged fetlng on them that rece've ity Bath 
not impoktion ot hands been ued on thoſe that are enemies 
to God, and goocnels, ſuch as are before mentioned > And: 
doth the bleſſing of God ſettle on juch > 15 the bleſſing of God, 
or the woe and the curie, to the 1dof-Sbepherd, and floathtull 
Hireling, chat maketh it his buſineſs to.teed him'eit, and ro 
pertecute the poor flock of Chritt > You cannot avoid giv- 


ing the'e the b/eſſingallo (who are {or the cutle ) for theſe 


alio had that mock-ſhew , and empty..imitation of Jaying 


oh of hands, by the Biſhops and their Presbyters u'ed on. 


them, 


Next you ſpend ſome time to-prove, that laying on of hands 
#5 not the foundation of your Call, | 


T.S. Towhich I thall onely ſay, That you eſteem it ſo 


much the foundation of your Call, that you jucge him 1o- 


Miniſter thar hath not received it ; and who.{o hath received 
it, you preſemly eſteem him a Miniler, 
After this, having demanded of you an examp'e.in Scrip- 


cure , where any of the Saints or Minifers of Jeſus Chrit © 


cid periecute any man ior Conſcience ſake, 
You an{wer, 


#.T, That bad Miniſters ſhould perſecute, 15 no won- 


7. 5. Thenfrom yaur own lips we may conclude, that | 


they that do per ſecnre are bad Minifiers, Andthen how tew 
atethzre-tobe tound that are good > Is not the biood-rthir- 


ity ſpirit of Saul, maniteſtly een in the generality of tho'e - 


chat call themſelves Minrſters in the Nation > Have not they 
who conſcientiouſly refuſed to Joyn with them in their will- 
worſhip for ſeverall years paſt (yea andar this day) been the 
objects of their. wrath, and vioicnce #-- And what hath been- 
che obſtacle ro their. execution of as great cruclty on the 


Saints 1n theſe dayes, as Saul did on.them intho'e > fave- 
that, as his Commiſhon was of equal extent with his ms | 
| thee. 
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the's hare-had their wills ro per'ecute larger ther their 
Com uſſions, | | | 
_. And whereas you ſay that d'vers who aſſume to themſelves 
the name of Saints, do.perſecure the generall company of ordina- 
ry Mmaiſters,and do in their ſecolding Books caſt all the reproach 
they can upon them, 

T.S. Ilanſwer, They who were Saints of o'd, mentioned 
in the Scripture , did call an /ael ſhepherd by his name, and. 
a greedy dumb Dog by his name; and if any that are catled 
Sairts, Coat this day call the ſame periops by "the fare 
name, Iknow no rea{on why you ſhould call ir per ſecut-on, 
un1iels it were perſecution in the Prophets of the Lord men- 


' tioned in Scriprure who did the fame. If any there be, who 


charge thoſe with that of which they are nor guiy, Iam no 
Patron ot them, bur do judge them Revi1'ers, 

When 1 ask youin the next place for an Example.in Scrip- 
ture. where any ot the Satnts Gidcail to the civill power to 
puniih Hereticks, you qucte me, in anſwer, the example of - 
El/jah, 1. Kings 18.19.20, 

T.S, It icerveth that the pradtiſe of Chriſt, and his 
Apoittes, wiil attord you no example, that you are feign to go. 
ſo tar back as tothe practice of £/ab, which yer will not at 
ail ierve your turn ; tor, 

I: tow do you prove the Prophets of Baal ro be Here- 
ticks> uneis you w1:1 1ay that the poor [ndians in America, 
W:z0 worthip the Sun and Moon , and othzr pieces of the 
Creatior. ate Heret:cks, | : 

2. Dorh that Scripture ſay that Elijah called ro Ahab to . 
puniſh Baals Prophets, who was himlelf a worſhipper of 
Baal? Or goth it ore: y lay that he bid titm ſendand gather 
them together > Andco you read that Ahab gid more then 
Elijab cei:red of i ? You 1G erent e that *rwas xo woys 
der that the Apeſcles dd not call to the c'vil pewers to puniſh 
Heretchs who coul «or hope that Heachen Mag ſtrates would 
do any thing nit: ANG mm. it not be a greater wonder, that 
Elijah ſr.ov d call ro Atab. 10 puniſh tho'e who worſhip- 
ped the 'ame Idoll with Lim. e'i, with any hope to have his 


Cail an.ivered, 
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3 Beſides the Prophers. of Baal were not executed by 


any Order or Command of eAhab ; but what was done. on 
them, can be locked on as no orher then the fruir of chat 
compa& made betwixt Elijah and rhe Prophets of Baa/(wich 
the conſent of the people) henified by their aboofing each 4 
Bullock, to ſlay, the Contumprien of whoſe fleſh on the Al- 
tar by fire from Heaven, ſhould be the Criterion,by which the 
living God ſhould be known. in the view of all the people. 
Neither can it be imagined, bur thar if Eljab's God had noc 
thar day been known to be the God that 4»ſwered by fire, the 
portion of Beals Prophets had fallen to Elijah's lor. 


w.T.But I wonder what Calls to puniſhment you can {pe- 
Cifie that are ſntable to your complain”, 


T. S. Nay I can ſpecifie calls both from Preſſes, and Pal- 
pits, that are much more then ſuirable ro my complaint ; the 
tound-of which 1s gone up into the ears ot the Lord of 
Hoſts, who will certainly avenge the blood of rhe-innocent, 
that at this day ſuffer under the blood-thirſty Generation of 
1doll-Shepherds in this Nation, Do you ask me what calls to 
puniſhment I cay ſpecifie > Ler almolt every priſon this day in 
England ſpeak, and they will aniwer tor me ; Where 1s there 
almoit one, in which ſome izxocent heart or ether doth not 
lie in bonds for the teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſt, and thatar- the 
infiivation and procurement of {ome or other of your perſe- 
cuting generation > What do your Pulpits- more frequently 
breath, and belch our ar chis day, then. threatnings againſt 
thoſe that walkinnocently, and uprighely in the Land? fir» 
ring up, and conjuring the Magiſtrates to 1mpriſon and pun-. 
iſhcho'e as Herericks and blaiphemers, whom the Lord doth 
fir up to bear reftimony againlt your deceit and abominati-. 
ens2 Is it not at this day as it was of old;when the finglevoye 
ces of the people could nor, then did the voyces of the Chief 
Prieſts (acded to them) prevail;tor a ſentence of death againſt 


innocent Jeſws; in whomalthough Prieft-ridden Pilat could: 


finde nothing worthy of boyds or of death, yer to gratifie the 
1mpernous infls of chat murderous Crew of Scribes, Pharis. 
ſees, and Chref Prieſts he mult be given up to their mercileſs 
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ertelries, a3 a blaſphemmer , and Ceceiver, tbbe craeified, 
And as the witneſs of God in P:/ats Conſcience ( bearitg 
reftimony ro the innocency of Jeſus) made him unwilling 
roſentence him tothe Crofe ; but it was overcome by the 
inceſſant urgines of the Cheif Prieſts and Phatiſtzs - So 1 
doubrt not but the fame witneſs of Godin the Conſciences 
of molt in Authority, would keep them trom executing 
wrath and violence, on many thar are innocent ( as at this 
day ) were they not hurried on by the clamor and ont-cryes 
©: rhat ſame Generation that drew the blood of Chriſt ar Fel 
raſalem, And 1 do believe, that wete the hand that holderh 
the Sword, as ready to (trike, as the #l;jzd Guides of this Na- 
tion are to call tor execution: the cruelty of Queen Maries 
dayes wou!d {oon be our-done by them ; and as much as 
in them lyeth, the name of Iſrael would be cnt off from the 
Land, © 


W.T, Andlet metell you withall, that Chriflians wall 
one day rue che liberty oi _thele vayes, 


T.S. Sociffcult a thirg is it tor any man. to have a vipe= 
rous, per:ecuting pirit Jec.ine In his breaft, and not diſco- 
yer it by tte '1u1t>th1eot. Do you guaſh your teeth for an- 
verand are you tOin.ent Gn your Jpirit, becaute others 
have a fair of tuat. which you 1njoy at the tu] > World you bave 
tibervy of (onſcience,. and would you not giveit? are you of {o. 
barbatous a ;pirit, that havir.g your :e 1 but a tew years paſt, 


| ng your neck irom uncer the weodden yoaks ol the Bi-. 


5: you are NOW angry that /rox yOaus are Not prepared, 
and laia 1 pon the necks ot others? A. e not you of the num- 


ber ot tho e who (not many years 1 me P:each'tand Print- 
ed Parliament anu peop Cc mto armes, anc 1nto blood, for the - 


reſcuing o: you tion. under rhe tyranny and cppreffion of 
the Bkops 2 any are you now. acted by io unnEghteous a prine - 
ciple, that. being cor into the Chair . you wound become 
Judges of whar :1berty others ſhon.d have? to whom you 
wou.d ire..ure out nomore, then wou:d we: ! contiti with 
the '1;/pport of yovr own N/-»a > Was it tyranny in the Bi- 
ſhops ro periecite cho.c that were in their dayes ca ed Pari- 
24xs ? and may the then- Prritans, now periecute others = 
; - 
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'be held blamelefſe > Were not youz-and theimoſt zealous of 
' your brtheren,, as grois hereticks 1n the eyes of the -B ſhops 


then, as they whom you invocate the civiil power to:puniith 
as hereticks at this day, arein yours > Andit ic were oppreſſt- 
en in them, to puniſh you tor conicience lake, 1s it ;not the 
lame (aggravated) in you, on the ſame ground to:puniſh 
others > What 2 was al! that precious bioud,and vaſtrrea. ure, 
{pilt and ſpent in the late wars, hazarded one:y :or-the.re- 
demprion of Jiberty of Conicience, to the ;mperious Clergy? 
VW1ll nothing ſatisae- your unlatlable iuiis, unieis. you can 
hive the necks of all men under your feet, and become catr- 
vers,at diſcretion,of that to others ; in the purchale of which 
their bloud haye had a far gre«ter ſhare then yours? Is1t not 
ſufficient that you &ſ#rp Amthority over mens etlates (contra- 
ry to the Law of Chriit) unieſs you can allo fit as Lords and 
Kings, ruling over their coxſciences > 1 know no liberty in 
thete dayes, that Chritizans will, on juiter grounds ever 78, 
then that /:berty, which you, and your bretheren, aſſume to 
your {elves, to take away the liberty of others, more righte- 
ous then you, A | 


W.T. For thovgh liberty be a ood thing, yer it 1s nor 
good for Chilcren ; ics weakiings tempration, and 
Jecucers advantage, 


T. S. * Why had not you ſpoke ont-plain Engliſh, and ſaid; 
that liberty is @ good thing tor us (that are called). Mnifters; 
bur it is dangerous ior the people, to have any wore then we 
al or them... When you cryed oi od to your Fathers the Bj- 
Jheps tor iiberry of Con'cience , wouid you have judged it a 
rexionable an{wer tor them to have ſaid, | Liberty is 4 good 
thing for us that are B ſhops . but 11's not vood tor you that 
are our ch;laren ot the Presbytery ; ior iome ot you are weak» 
lings ( of whom wearc wotu +ytender ). and iiberty is your 
rempt-itzon ; Others ot. vouare hereticks, anc ſeducers, and it 
will be your adv2zfage ; thereio:e good cbþ.ldrex be contenc 
tO have no more of this 44»gerous good thing called liberty 
ot Copiczen.e, then we your ipirituali Fathers ſhall think 
meet toalloiy yov, This would have been & ffone in ſtead 


WT [43] 
of bread anda Serpent in ſtead of Fiſk then; but: now it's 
wholeſome meat for che childrex in theſe days, Bit why is 
not liberty good for the children > is any thing: too good for 


the children of che Lord ? your judgment 1s veryfalſe in 


this chine,and not according totruth ; forthe Lord, by the 
mouth of Pax, giveth his children 7iberty- of proving all 
things , and (on proot ) to bold faſt that which is good; and 
canthere be greater /iberty chen this > I ſhall cloſe this with 
this Query, | | 

Whether do you, andthe re{t ofthe Teachers of this Na- 
tion, judge your ſelves,to be of the number of;thoſethar are 
children, or not> BE Wes 7 uk - 

If nor, your portion is ſad, and you are ſhut out from en- 
rrance into.the Kingdome of God, Tt you are, then neither is 
liberty good for you; for, though it be a good thing, yer it is 
xot good for children. ITE | 


WT: Ifprejudice have nor blinded your eyes, you may 
ſee that there are a'very confiderable company of 
Minifters, that, 'through the grace of God, are inch 
as Paul ipeaking ro_ Timothy, 1 Tim. 3. tequireth 
they ſhould be, I-mean as humane infirmicy will 
bear, 


T. S. The Lord is my record, that whar I writ formerly y 
and do now write, relating to tho'ezcalled 7niſters,procee- 
dednor at all from prej#aice againſt any mans perſon ; 'bur 
from that deep ſenſe 1 had, and fill have, ot ail rhar deceity 
bhypocriſie , and. abomination, that reigneth in the midft of 
them ; avainſt which 7 ſhall eftkeemir a mercy, to be ever 
found faichful in bearing my teſiimony, -. 

_ And whereas you ſpeak of a very conſiderable company of 
them which are fach as Paul in his Epiſtle to Timorhy requi- 
reth they fheuld be,Ler me deſire you ro weigh what you have 
faid, and let us p:ove them by thoſe qualifications, the Apo- 
file rhere mentionerh ; and -chen ee if .chouſands of. Saints ; 
inthe Nation,will not 2ppearas Witneſſes againſt yon, for 
ſpeaking a thing ſo utrerly falle, . TN fats 
Thequalifications:chere OmueeY> ar2,. thar they Tod 
RO - er. 
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be blapeleſ,v Rant, ſober) of good Bebtuielr gion te Diffieu- 
Ra O-F600pe2 Er £7ue6 10 We, vd fr eriooet yen ina 
thy Emer but pa lent ; wot br awlers, not toverow,.” birds, th 
nd the reſt of you that call Your ſelves Minifters, ptove your 
Fob by thele qualifications , and then let that'of God, in 
your on Confciences be Judge, whether there be a con fde- 
rable number of ſuch in the Nation, 
And whereas you come in, with 2 ſ4ve-atar laſt to 'help 
the matrer Jaying.thar they are ſnch.as Paul requireth, (at bre- 


mAne infirmity will bear.) | 
T.S. 1 an{wer, that this hath no weight in ic at all; for 
admitthar for a plea , and the filthielt Yael (hepheaid in the. 
Nation, may be judged {6 qualified, as'Payt required,” For it 
you meet with one that NA of ſpots ('of which there 15 roo 
oreat a number ) he will tell you that he is b/amelzſſe, as bu- 
mane infirmity will bear, Take others that are un{ober, and | 
-of yery evill behaviour (with which” rhe'Nation Yorh | 
; Fay andthey will tell you,they are; ſober and of good beha- 
Viour, 4s hun;ane infirmity will bear,” ASka Hireling that is a 
-common drznkard, or ſtriker, or greedy of filthylucre, or a | 
brawler, or covetows, (from ſome of all which) ſcarce a corner 
of the Nation is free) 1 ſay, Ask them wherher- they are fo 
qualified as Pazl required the Miniſters of Chriſt, of old, to 
' be qualified, and they may all fay, they areſo, 'as hwmane in- 
. frmity will bear, © Andthus humane infirmity will ferve for 
an ASTLU MM, to ſheirer the moſt abominable Prieſts 
- In"Rome, and betor a covering to atl'of the ſame Generation 
mn this,and all Nations throughout the world, 


W. T, Upon the whole, let me ſeriouſly remember you'of 
- this, that ir hath eyer been rhe Devils grand Deſign, 
(wherein hehath palpably plaid His part'in our. are 
* changes) tothfow down the Miniſtry. | 
TS.” That Manifry, by which the Kingdome of  Jefus 
Chriſt (who camets oY c works) 1s ng _ 
1 Exerdeſigned againſt: , bur that Miviſtryby which the King- 
| imof Ancebr "lo vphtid abit 
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majntained,; hath bim for jrs'pacron, Whezerhis, 
i5;and, wherher the Depi hath been a9 taltrame) 

che chrowfnsg, 3 Of cheupholding of $. Min 
all that are wiſe-hearted judge, oO 


- 


"AT. 1&5'norenought for him (v32, the Devil), has, Biz, 


ſhops be raken away,brapch and root» unleſs he prog, , 


out the Miniſtry alto, 


'T.S, Ineyer heard before. that the, Nev -rookaway, the 
Biſhops: Anditit was he that didic, ſnre_Iam, heyas; nog; 
alone in the aQ, but had many co-workers with.him., who, 
do, in words, bid great defiance to the Devi{.z 1 conld ſoon; 


call niore then a cloud of witneſſes, to prove, thar many of - 


the moſt zealous Teachers of thoje timss,: had.an zeminenc 
ſhare in that work of removing the Biſhops.;. in which , if 
you allow the Devil alfo a part, either he wrought by them , 
or they by him : bur whether of rhe twain, I ſhall leaye you 
to determine, 'Þ of 
Andwhereas you ſpeak of Br{hops. being taken, away roo, 
and* branch , it you accuſe, the Dep tor. being an, agentan. 
rhe buſineſle (as plainly you.do) you do him wrong,. in bears; 
ing falle witnels againſthim,; for chey. were not pluck'c up. 
root and branch,; it they had, he had ſure-enough ar the ſame, 
time rooted out your Miniſtry alſo, asaiplanc ofrhe fame 
root : | 
 No,no,the Devil is wiſer then fo ; if he did take away.the 
Biſhops , it was onely as men take away the withered tops of 
trees, that ſo a number of young ſprowts might. grow in their 
room, Ir's requiſite ſomerimes}'thar the old trees ſhould be 
removed; which ſhade and keep down the yonng plants, that 
by.che others removal, they may the more thrive & flouriſh: 
Have there nor upon the removal of one Biſhopin a Dioceſs, 
many ſtores grown up in his room ? whoſe /1ttle fingers 
prove far heavier then the Biſhops lotns > ſerhar they that can- 
not worfhip the Beaſt in the Nation, haye, onely changed 
cheir rask-maſters; and whereas of old they had burne in 
many miles, now they teel the {courge of one almoſt-in every 
Parith, Angifthe Devil did ploy his part in theſe changes, he 
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ated like himſelf, viz, yery ſubrilly;in making a great noyſe-. 
abonr the taking away of »4mes ard offices, bur leaving. the. 
things and power (till landing. rg Pane 
Neither heed gon fearthe Dyvills deſigning. the rooting, up. 
your Miniſtry , tor he was never found leſſe then a frien« 'To, 
that which is a-ſvpporc to, his own Kingdom : and whuleſt 
that the works ot the fleſh are praftiſed, and patronized , 
his-work is not hindred. Certainly the Devill. will contri- 
bure the help of both his hands , co the uphoding of that. 
Miniftry,rhat can cover over the filthieſt lutts,both in them- 
ſelves and others, of pride, envy, covetouſnels, and bitter. 
perſecution, with the ſpecious vail of humane infirmity, 


#.T.. Tſhall wiſh you ſo far a Quaker;as to-fear and trem-. 
ble ro a& his deſign, | 


T.S, Do you. with meevill, or good, in wiſning mea. 
Qwaker > Ttevill, you break.che Law of. Chriſt, in wiſhing. 
tharto anorher, youwould not have him wiſh to you : .it 
200d, then1t5S a good thing to be a Qzaker by your own con- 
teffion;; to.fear and trewbl; to aft that which 1s eyill, And 
how mach do you contradi& your ſelf, in firivine ro make 
iz matter of reproach ro me, that Itloſe with thoſe called. 
Quakers, when as I'cloſe with yo other then thoſ> that fear 
and tremble,before the mighty God of Jacob, which you cannor 
bur-own 2s a good thing > Bur what is te deſign I mutt fear. 
and tremble to aft ? is ic to endeavour the.rooting our of your 
Minifiry > And why fear angeremble at it > Is your MiniRtry 
ſuch a precious plant, that it may nor be pluckr. up, under 

the ſame penalty as was in eating the forbidden fruit 2 are you 
juch holy-rhings, that you may nor be rouchr, bur it mult be 
eſteemed a prophanation > This isa fine {ſcar-crow. to af- 
fright ignorant fon!s from taking up the skirt of your cover- 
0g, and viewing your hiddez abominations that lie under. 
But as for my elf / know that my truſt is on the Lord for 
power to be made able, and willing, ro ſeal my teflimony 
with my blood, agatuſtthe horrible wickeIneſs of. thoſe that 
call themſelves the Miniſters of Chriſt, but are nor : who 
under their fair. yizards; are full of filthineſs, and pollution 3 : 


who» 
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| who! . chin words again it whir (they appr "eheir; 
abr $2507 whoſe heats are full Cie nd Pp Ro ; 
rhey manifeſt by their birrer perſecution of ChriR, in his in- ' 
nocent Lambs, . b:4” 4 KS Ws, $4 | 


17... And lexmetell you fuither y thaxif God fore this 
Nation, and intend to ſhew 'us mercy, you ſhall 
_ that he will hold theſe Stars in his: right hand, 


T. S. Stars full offilth, and p6llution;thar ſhine'not with 
- the pure lighr of the Lord , rhar' ſerverather ro; ſer the Na- 
cron on fire, then to lead ir to peace and reſt, the Lord ho1d- 
eth not in his right-hand for he is of purer hands then ro 
touch'ſuch unclein things : : Neither carit be efteemed the 
frilic of his love and mercy, tothis or any other Nation:, bur 
of his ſore diſpleaſure, that ſuch Stars are, .and do multiply 
in che midlt thereof, And ter me alſo tell you, that wete not 
the falſe Prophets held faſter in the hand of the Beaſt, than | 
in the handot the Lord, they vrould ſoon ph wo here 
r Of - 


the firmament oof this worlds pomp, and glory, '1rits/ 


rowleſs pit, ourof which they did at fir{tariſe. / /' 


From hence you proceed ro mention five Queries, pro- 
poſed ro you in my laſt ; to which - you rerurn'nodiret An» 
kver, bur inflead thereof you offer a heap of Infpertinenr 
words, and many groundleſs diftinftions: ro whith;'(being 
norttothe things ſpoken to ) I ſhall nor ſpendrime ro make: 
Reply ; on!y bythe way I ſhall note two things, with which |. 
you falfly accuſeme; 


x, Theficſt is, that Tinveigh againſt hamane learning.” 


T.S. To which I anſwer, thar Ineicher did, nor do #- 
veigh againſt humane learning : Lecirftand whete ir ſhould , 
and Iam very well content, If:any manfay, a Tile-Fone'is 
not fit ro (make a fonndation-Foxe for a building, muſt ir 
preſently be concluded, that he: denyeth the ufe of rile-' 
ones > The greateſt meaſure of: humane Learning cannor- - 
render the carnal! man ſpiriexall, which you yourſelt are con-- 

| 9 > frained-. 


- 
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Nrizriedys grekowleden) aur doleave him (all otreal, who 
is{bnt-pu-forever frommfcerning.lie.chi © ea [The, 
HfahnBingdom oi 620g, Are ht. om the wiſe and. 
prudent, and revealed unto Babes, Panl with ali his leaxning. 
perſecuted Jeſus Chriſt ( as many do ar this day) neither did 
allith ehadtgo;remar yhoiect.ol Gapmiicl, adyance 
him one Ge p peater-t0 the-knowledge:of the Sorrgf-God, of 


- whomhe'wasas/ignorant,, asthemolt;unlearned perſon un- 


der heaven, untill the Lord revealed him unto him, The 
knowledge of the Father and the Son (ro kyow whom #-eter- 
»4ll lifa6annever. be: gained by. ſtudy, : For wo man>kyoweth 
the-Sou bmt- the Father.,. neither nit uny man the: Father , 
ſave thi;Sen ,, and bei to: whomfoever the 1Son will reveal Him, 
Thereis'nething more manifeit chenthis, rhat many in this.. 
andiheby-palk Azgs,; which;bane pretended'ro. ſeek, Chrilk. 
by: muckefludyy have and-do- imepriſan.,. and. cracifir him, 
wheerbaphrdebim; - ; > vn), Ms 
- I; - Yon accuſe me with;ſeek/up to juſbifre abſurd T enents, 


. T8. Jo which Lſball only ſay, That I ſeek toiju/fifie no. 
T ea#pts;; but fuch. as-a}{o the Scripruce doth jwſfifie: And 
if you call ſuch abſurd Texents, Ido then indeed teek. to. ju- 
ſifie Texents that are abſurd, | 

Ir's no rare thing with yourthar pretend your ſelves Lea- 
ders-of the. people y tro-cticem anything an' abſurd Tenent 
(Gongh age fo clearlyornes by the. Scripture):that cro!- 
athiy6dr gain.oryour glory,;; And theretore (uncill you can. 
Ps6ye that whereof youaccuſe meY1I ſhall paſſe it over as a 
tcandall;/ that you have ready to throw upon any man that 
hath ſo mnch honelly and courage, as to bear Teflimony 
againſt all your falſe wayes and worſhips. | 
Manjymoteexpreſfions.you add touching Learning, which 
do not at all an\wer my Queries ; repeating again thar di- 
ſinionof ar ordinary atdextracrdinary Call; to which the 
Scriprute being/wholly aftranger,; I ſha!l paſle it. yer as that 
whichde&rverhno other Anſwer, bur to.be gifowned, FX 
2; Aﬀer this you-come to ſpeak:of the lighr within, irs lead- 
ing to Juflification,-cho that arecavght by it-; upon which. 
you-come to ſuppoſe a meaning and ſay, That the light they 
ſpenk. of; they make to be a light, enlightening: every ne thas. 
somwes into the world, & © Tis, to 
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, 'F,S,"TowAith Tanker; That ifehey-makeuto .tnore of 
*thar 'Vghe+: theh-the'Scrpturommgkath' df in; rheyvarectidc 
- therein fonnd ariimifronmtherruth, !0Nopw whedkerigdoth 
- notthe Sceripenre celtifie; that Chnift vs 3 thecgprne light liar dee 
: liphteviteth every man that comerh into-themwortd > wid alfo, 
that he' tha? followgrh that Tight; ſhall wat-walk in darketſs; bur 
ſhall have the light of life > : _ 0293-70 
And whereas you-quote that placesRom, 10,14; Howſhall 
they believe in him, of whom they have not heard >\ You miivhe 
have fonndan anſwer if you had lobked a lictlefurther,ovit. 
in the 18, Verſe, where it's written, But I ſay, have-theynot 
beard? yes verily;their ſound went into all the earth, andtheir 
- words into the end of 4he world; 'Towhich® I>0allonely add 
theſe four following Qwzeries,and cloſethis, '/ -» © © 


I Query. whether had ot the Lovd his mitneſs inthe 
| Hearts of thoſe, of whom Paul fpeaketh 2 hi firſt 
Cbapter.to the Romans, . convincing them of, aud 
condemn ing themyor freazthoughttwas kept under, 

: ed held 1a unxighteouſneſs2 1 OV 


.2' Query. whether that which left 'them without ex- 

© Cuſe , did pot alſo. reveal tothem'the Way td Iife'? 
which if it hal not done, whether ba#they not, been 
excufatle > : $75 0g 


| 3: Query. ether were they.condemned , becauſe they 
© knew-n0tGod por for diſobedience agein(s the 'laght 
they had, in thab they glorified him not-as » God, accor- 

. * ding to the meaſure 1 Lght they bad recerued > 

4. Query. . if they had abeyed and glorified God, actor- 
47 ng ne that day hs F mg SER they 
had received, whether bad -rheybeen: cantemaed 3 
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5 >T8. And now Tam come to your laſt Dart you ſhoot at 
- mez: which you diſcharge wich ſo much paſſion, as if you had 
;\reſerved: the, very/borrom of: che. rancour of your ſpirir , as 
. che ſharpeſt Ronexta throw at me; in concluſion; acculing me 
of ;rapling , 'and-uſing-groundleſs and inſolert. .exclamations ; 
«with many other- expreſſions ,, ſavouring of much fury and 

birrernels. Sn a STIR EN 7 
Now: whether I am become thus your Enemy, for telling 
- you-the truth, or the contrary z.. I ſhall leave to be derermi- 
ned byalt thar live in the fear of the Lord , from what 'fol- 
Aloweth.- \ ©. Me yt ney; 
' The thing char Icharged you with, was the deniall of Je- 
; fus Chriſt/ro be within; which charge I grounded on theſe 
words of yours; v:z, ;'; bo oh oy | 
W.T. The Scripture ſaich,That we are juſtified freely by the 
.grace of God, through the redemption and righteouſneſs of Feſus 
.Chriſt, which ts not within ns, but without us. 
Now the thing in controverhe: berwixt you and my ſel 
Is, in-which of theſe twoorders theſe words muſt be read 
"either thus; Which REDEMPTION and RIGH- 
TEOUSNESSE it not within w, or, Which FESUS 
CHRIST is not withinus, You would have them (to 
ſave your ſelf out of the mire ) to be 'read in the former or- 
.der,, (v-z.). Which REDEMPTION, and RIG H- 
TEQUSNESSE 3s net within us, Which being ſuppo- 
ed, I demand of you two things. | 
1. What number isthe word [WHICH] the Singu- 
lar, or the Plural > The Singnlar you cannot ſay, unleſs you 
will deftroy your Grammer, which ſaith, That many Antece- 
" dants feguler yooby 4 conjunttion copulative coming between 
. then, will havea relative Paral, This Can rmce that the 
word{ 7 H IC H] is the Plural number : I demand, 

2. Whatis the Nomninative Caſe to the Verb{ 7S]zfor 
whom you can find.no orher, butthe word [WHICH | 
Ahd thar being the Plural number, and the :Verb[ 7 $] the 
\ Singular number, pray. produce. me ſome Rule in your 

Gfammey That-alloweth any Concord berwixt a: Verb of rhe 
ingulay number, and a Nominative Caſe of the Plural? So 
'zbk Lo appeal to all that are ſober-minded, whether any 
man (raking your words plainely and honeſtly as they un ) 
without 


$42 
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without altering of wreſiung them.) could or can read rhem 
any otherwiſe then as I did,in the lecend order; (v:z.)#hich 
JESUS CHRIST # we WITHIN wu, but mthout 


bs '-- | CF =, - 

All which being conſidered, had you in your Jaſt Lerter 
(upon: aſegious' peruſal-of what-you had. written , and ot 
what I had charged you with y acknoyledged your errour te 
have proceeded trom your torgertuinels of your Syntaxzs, Or 
the ſcape of your pen > I ſhould haye been concentedly fi- 
lenc, ( as knowing my telf nor exempred from all mitiakes ) 
bur fince you'ttand to own the expreſiion as it iyerh,, and do 
chrow muck dirt of reproach and talle accuſation upon me, 
for takin g your words arighe, according as they are written ; 
ler me tell you again, that whatever you intend, yet your 
lines, as they are written do blaſpbemorſly deny Jelus Chritt 
ro bein, Andtheretore you might well have ipared your 
following words, which are theſe, | 


W.T, Whereby it clearly appeareth 'that I never ſaid that 

- Jeſus Chrift is not within us ; bur .pnely that che re- 
demprion and righteouſneſs of Chrift, by which” we 
are juflifed, isnor within .us,. but. without us ; 
and againſt that you lay (you can ſay) nothing, 


T. S, Whether you did ſay that Jeſus Chriſt i »#t within 
#5, Or nor, I ſhall leave to all thar are {erious, to be determi- 
ned: And alſo, whether your repetition of your own wozds 
be nor ſuſficient evidence. againit your ſelf, And therefore 
I ſhall ſpare to ſpeak ought more touching that, and ſhall ad- 
mt your expreflion co'be according to whar you ſay. you in- 
trend, (. viz.) That the Reghteouſneſs and Rederwption of Jeſus 
Chriſt, are'not within #s, os without ms, + $2 

Againſt which you ſay, that / [ can (ay ) nothing : Of 
which your expeaition . 7 — _— A beſt Re 
pretation : And theretore ſhall nor rake it as intending thus 
much , That Ifaid, 7 contd ſay nothing againſt thoſe words of 
Jours, for thar never proceeded our ot my lips ; and conte- 
quent}ygit would haye been a falſe Charge. Bur I ſhalt cake ir 
as 1mpotting thus TT I neither cid, »07 could ſay any 

O thing 
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thing #gaieÞmbat you ſpake concerning the righteouſneſs and 
Diets of Jeſus ChHR. Which molt favourable Interpre- 
tation of yout Words , do yet afgtie, that you ſpeak rather 
from a Spring of Preſumprtion, than Knoiyledge : for becaule 
I did ſay nothing againit chem: doth ic eraly follow , that I 
could fo orhing > 1s it fair or ſober reaſonihg 4 non efſe, ad 
non poſſe? becaniea thing is not , therefore * cannor_ be 
This 7 can ſay, that in vain doth he talk of, orprofeſs Chrift 
in notion; rhar dorh nor witneſs him a deftroyer of the' works 
of the Deyil within him, And if you preach Chriſtin wordall 
the'dayes of your life, ahddo not ivitnels cleanſing and redem- 
prion TT H IN you, you'will die polluted :and#ownclear 
thiag ſhall everenter into the Kingdome of heaven, It's avery 
pleating Religion, that heltpeth a man onely to talk ofa righ- 
reouſneſs beyond the Stars, and he.in the mean time, livein 
filrhineſs and poilnrion, 1 kwow no iwearers, drunkards, co- 
vetous, or prophane per{ons, bur will embrace that as very 
Qrthedox doQrine.; which teacheth them to precend to a 
r:ghteouſneſs and redemption ,a far off irom then, when as 
chey cannot witneſs/a waſhing, and cleanſing, from their 
mire, atid uncteaneſs wi/thi#them. 

* And fihce {you are {6 confident, that'Z can ſay nothing 
againſt whar you did fo peremprorily afſerc ;- I ſhall further 
offer to you by way of Inquiry,as followeth, 


1 Qu. whether Chriſt be ſeparatle from his righteouſ- 
neſs > if not,whether (he being within the Saints ) 
his righteouſneſs te not there alfo> And conſe- 
quently, Whether be that #enteth the righteouſneſs 
of Chrift to Le within the Saints, aoth not Llaſphe- 
monfly deny Chriſt:to.be there alſo >. 


2 Qu. whether Chriſt Le-n0t made of God unto the 
Satits, Wiſdome, Righteouſneſs, Sanftrfication, anil 
Redeniption ; and whether is he ſo made to. them 
within themor without them >. 


3. Qu, 


| 
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3 Qu. Whether: Redemption. and Righteogſyeſs muſt 
rot be there mitnejjed, where the ſeat of pune and 
uncleanneſs # > eAnd whetber ts that ſeat of ſinae 
and uncleanieſs within or without » 


4 Qu. whether dath zot the Scripture witneſs , that 
Chriſt gave himſelf for his , that he might redeem 
them from all inzquity, and purifie them unto him: 
ſelf> And, whether is that Redemption, and purt- 
tying from their intquity and pallution , within 
them,or without the > | 


As you draw nearer the concluſion of your Papers, you 
wax more fierce and furious ; caſting out a great deal of fo}. 
ly, and froath, from your unſavory ſpirit ; charging me with 
laying foul hands on you, and reviling of Proteſtant Ainiſters, 
&c, 


T.S., Towhich 1 Anſiyer, That it was never my Princi- 
ple, neither is ir my practice, to /ay violent hands upon any 
man.Andas tor thar ipiric that teacherh men to revile, I db 
abominate it ; as ſuch, berwixt whom and rhe $pirir of the 
Lord ( which is the Spirit of meekzeſs) there is no fellowſhip, 
If I were inclined to be led by example, I mult need ſay,that 
I might ere this, perte&ly haye learned how to practiſe both 
theſe, from the example of your bretheren of the Clergy, and 
their incaged D:ſciples, who are, ar this day, very frequent in 
leying their b/oody hands on the innocent ; bearimgin', and 
caſting out of their Synagognes,and haling before Magittrares 
and Rwlers, thoſe, that Bt teſtimony againſt the {ame de- 
ceit, and hypocrifie inthem , that Chritt bore reftimony a- 
gain(t, in their Predeceſſors the Scribes and Phariſees, crying 

out tO thoſz in Aurhority,Crecifie them Ret them,/ior they 
are not fit to live ; foaming our mire and cirt , ſpeaking all 
manner of evil cauſleſly for the truths ſake. And are theſe 
the Proteſtant Miniſters, you ſay, 1 revile, becauſe I ſpeak the 
plain truth of chem > You pretend the Scripture tor your 


rule, then let me ask you (and let that of God, in your owls 
I 3 Con- 


Y | , In 
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Conſcience judge betwixt you and me) Dothrhe Scripture 
judge tho'e to be true Shepheards, or Wolves, that worrie and 
periecurte the poor ſheep > Are they ever numbred among 
Chrifis ſheep, that devour his innocent Lambs > Is it the 
badge of the Dove-like Diſciples of meek Jeſus, ro be Perſe- 
cutors, or Perſecuted > Chriſt,before he lett the world, fore- 
cold what ſhould be the portion of his Minifters, and Diſci- 
ples, { viz.) They ſhould be beaten and ſcourged in the Syna- 
ogues, be brought before Rulers aud SO PRs, be caſt into 
Pk and Priſons, hated of all men , yay, be killed by thoſe thai 
zealouſly intended the ſervice of God thereby.. And if thus be the 
portion of Chriſts Minifters, and Ditciples, te be thus evilly 
entreated by others ; can they be other then the Diſciples 
and Minilters of Antichriſt, who do them(elves beat and 
icourge, or:Cauſe, others to be beaten and ſcourged 1n their. 
Synageeres > who do 'bring before Rulers and Magiſtrates ; 
who do.caſt into Bonds, and into Priſons ; who do hate, yay 
who do(for want of power in their ewn hands) flir up the 
Magiftrates to proceed to take away the lives of thoſe whom 
they condemn for Hereticks, becauſe they canuot bow down 
and woſhip the Gold» Calf which they have ſer up. Nov 
then judee (if you can) righteous judgmerit (the Tree by bus 
fraits) and ſay, it ſuch as theſe be your Proteftant Monifters, 
for ſpeaking truth.of whom (without flattery) you accuſe me 
of reviling ; and tell mef theſe be.the Mtnitiers of Chriſt , 
who de not abice in the doQtrine of Chriſt, who never per- 
ſecuted. any man,, nor gave any ſuch Commandement to 
rho'e that were his; but inflead thereofgdid ftrive to fore-arm 
them agaiv(t all the ſore. perſecuticns they ſhould uncergo 
from the hands of the falſeTeachers, and their zealous Pro- 
ſelytes. And therefore, whatever the doctrine of theſe your 
Proteſtant Miniſters be, ſure Tam, their deeds are evilt, - 
and may expe&rhe reward of thoſe that ſay,and do nor, 
: Thus-bave I craced you {even unto wearinefs) through the 
dark aud crooked paths of your arguings, and affertions, ccn- 
rained in your laſt Papers, And now a tew words, by way of- 
Reply, to your Satyrical Xonitorie adCedin your concſuf.on, . 
and I ſhall cloſeal]), . 


T*s1. i 
In which you charge mevery highly, bur prove-nothing.. 
Specific mnt of Coibage of prathiceage opinions, 1n a. | 
Llive contrary to the truth , and I ſhall {ſoon diſown them. 
Otherwiſe you heat the windezin making a great noiſe with 
our Khetorick touching dangerous Prattices and Opinions; 
but neither have quoted, nor can prove any upon me. With 
comfort and confidence ſhall I die , living in the fear of the. 
Lort, and being found faithful ro the teachings of that Jeſws 
whom you periecute. That. many are found paſſing, from one 
fancy to another in theſe changing times (as you callthem ), 1s 
no. wonder ; for they learn it from the. practice. of their 
Teachers,who owne & preach,ſome one fancy, ſome another. 
I kno no ſeducers 1n the Nation. butiuch as draw men 
fromthe light, love, and fear of the Lord, ro liſten to their 
own fond dreams, ſtyiing him who is the onely ſure Teacher 
of the Saints, 4 pretended inward l:ght, And therefore (by way 
of retortion) let me adviie you, not to trifle in: thole x axe 
that are of eterxall concernment ;. calling darkzeſs light, and 
light darkxeſs, Pur not far from you the Son of God,becauſe 
ot the meannels of his Garb. Stumble. net at his coming, 
becaufe_ not attended with the pomp and iplendor of rhis 
decaying world, The woridiy-wife Jew expected him from 
the PALLACE, bur the- greatGod (whote habirationis in 
the contrire ſpirit ) called him from the MANGER, This 
was theftoxe which the wiſe bn.Iders refuſed: this was the 
Rock againſt which the. learned and the mighty daſhed 
them'elvesin _ Wohar the Religious Scribes and Pha- 
riſees efteemed the ( Del5ria or) mad whimbhies in the lives 
and reachings of the Saints in thoſe dayes, the ſame do you 
judge now : But the perſons and things which they judeed 
baſe, the Lord hath made {honourable; avd what proud man 
would root out of rhe Earth , or ſhut up in the grave of fi- 
lence, he hath cauſed to flouriſh as a brawch of renown, which 
ſhaleur-live all the dolls fer up by the wiſcom of the 
World, Therefore look well to your ſtanding, and build nor 
on that Religion which confifierh onelyin outward pR—_ 
ON, crying. The Temple of the Lord, The Templz ofthe Lord, 
Jeſt you be found in thecreat day of the Lord, to be of no 
Religion, bur that which muſt be burved up as Hey and fiub- 
fe, I defire you not ro become a Diſciple to apy practices. 
| 4-3 Or. 


SEN ---- 
or opinion; becauſe mine, bur unto the: eruchy rutg norum- 
ro me, bur retwrn wnto the Lard, _— whom you are now 
found fighring, You utterly miſtake me, . 16 judging that I 
endeayour che ackuging you overto any opinion, for 1 diſ- 
own that Religion that conſiſteth in opinions ; and do de- 
fire in finglenels and ſeriouſneſs of (ſpirit, ro wait for that 
power, to which all Opinionifts are firangers. 

* Therefore dv nor eſteem me ſtudious, to prevail with you, 
to be of this Opinios, or that Set, No, tny hearts defire un- 
tothe Lord is, that he would prevail with you ro come 
down from the heighth of your yain imaginations, and wait 


'to be rmade wile with the WISDOM of God ; to live low in 
| his fear, whith is the beginning of that Wiſdom , to become 4 


fool that you may be wiſe ; and finally, to abide fairhful in thac 
meaſure of light which you have received, which would lead 
you out of the by-parhs of deceit, and hypocriſie, and bring 
you to witneſs fingleneſ(s of heart, which leadeth unto thar 
peace which the world kyoweth nor ; and to that joy, which 
none ſhould be able totake fromyou, 1 wilheternall good to 
your precious {onl, and reit, 


Terr Friend as you own and walk inthe Truth 
as it 5 in Jeſus. 


T. Speed. 


FINS. 


